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Term 4 Week 6 — 14th November 2024 Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been wonderful to see our Prep students thriving this week in their swimming program. This program is such an
important part of building our students' water awareness and safety. We look forward to seeing our Grade 1 and 2
students participating in their swimming lessons next week. Just a reminder to our families in Grade 1 and 2, please
label all items of clothing. This makes identifying lost clothing items a much easier process.

Celebration of Learning - Open Classroom

On Friday the 22nd of November, we will be opening our classrooms from 2.45pm-3.15pm so that parents can visit and
see the fantastic learning that our students have been working on this term. There will be no assembly (or student of the
week awards) this week.

We welcome you to come and enjoy some time in your child’s classroom and help recognise and celebrate their
learning.

2025 Class Placement - friendship requests not guaranteed

In the next few weeks our teachers will be working hard to consider class groupings for 2025. This process takes a large
amount of time and consideration with many factors impacting placements, particularly student's social and academic
needs. As part of this process, we ask each student to list some friends that they work well with and enable learning
focus and growth. On orientation day on the 10th of December, students will find out their class, classroom and teacher
for 2025.

Parent and carer School Saving Bonus code distribution

The Victorian Government is delivering the School Saving Bonus — a one-off $400 support for government school students from
Prep to Year 12 in 2025.

From Tuesday 26 November 2024, you will receive an email from the Department of Education with your unique $400 School
Saving Bonus code.

The School Saving Bonus will help families cover the cost of uniforms, textbooks (does not include Book Packs), excursions,
activities and more.

If you have multiple children enrolled in Victorian government schools for 2025, you will receive one School Saving Bonus code
email per child. These emails might arrive on different days. Please make sure to check your spam/junk email folder.

Parents and carers can use the School Saving Bonus code in store at school-nominated suppliers. Parents and carers can also
choose to access the School Saving Bonus online system, where they can allocate part or all the $400 bonus to use at school
nominated-online suppliers or for school activities.

To learn more about the School Saving Bonus, visit School Saving Bonus | vic.gov.au (www.vic.gov.au). A step-by-step user guide
will be available on the webpage on 26 November.

If you have not received your School Saving Bonus code via email by Friday 29 November, please contact the Department of
Education by emailing school.saving.bonus@education.vic.gov.au
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Sun Lab Works

We have recently redeveloped our Sunlab area, near the front of the school. Gary Bishop, from G.B.Chippy removed a
significant amount of landfill to install a composite decking in this area. It certainly makes a large difference to the front
entrance to the school. We are Ioving these recent works!

Christmas Hamper/Tickets $1 each

Our final fundraiser for 2024 will be our Christmas Hamper Raffle. Both sides of the tickets are to be sold at $1 each, raffle
books are worth $20 in total. Write the name of the person you sold the ticket to and their phone number clearly on each
ticket.

Any donations towards the Christmas Hamper can be dropped off to the office no later than Friday, 6th December 2024.
e.g. serviettes, bon-bons, shortbread, chocolate, wrapping paper, cards, Christmas ornaments or decorations.
Please check that the use by dates are CURRENT

Raffle books sold or unsold need to be returned to the office by Friday, 6th December 2024.The raffle will be drawn at the
school assembly on Friday 13th of December 2024. We thank you for your generosity - Parent and Friends Group

Start Up Interviews 2025

Like the last 2 years, we will be holding Startup Interviews on Wednesday 29th of January. This will be a 10 minute ‘get
to know you’ session with your child’s new teacher. This is a great start to our schooling year in which we can begin with
build our parent and school partnerships for the new year.

The interviews will be booked through Compass, and these will be opened during the school holidays when all the 2025
classes have been rolled over. Please keep an eye out during the holidays for emails confirming when bookings open.

Uniform Reminders

Just a reminder to all families about some key points from our Student Dress Code policy.

Uniforms will be prescribed and are required to be worn.

Uniforms must be clean and in good repair

Uniforms must be clearly marked with the owner’s name

Students are not permitted to wear decorative jewellery to school. Stud earrings and sleepers worn in the ears,

and watches, are the only acceptable jewellery.

o Cosmetics may not be worn at school. Only clear nail polish is permitted. Fake nails are not permitted as they
can be dangerous during daily school activities

« Shoulder length or longer hair is to be tied back to help restrict the spread of nits and lice and for student safety.
Hair ties and headbands are to be navy, sky blue or school check.

Please work with us to ensure your child is in school uniform at all times. We are noticing some students are adding
accessories, wearing fake nails and wearing unsuitable clothing to school.

Our full policy can be found here: Policies - White Hills Primary School
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Uniform Donations
Donations of any school uniforms are greatly appreciated. If you are in a position to donate any items, please see our
office staff or send them along to school with your child to hand in at the office.

SunSmart

As the weather begins to heat up, we are more vigilant than ever about being SunSmart at WHPS. Students are required
to wear their hats at school and students without hats will need to spend lunch and recess time under the shaded ‘hat
tree’. Sunscreen is available in classrooms. Hats can be purchased from our uniform supplier Bob Stewart.

Book Club Scholastic Book Club Book Club Issue # 8 Catalogue

Every Issue 8 order earns a

55 PROMO CODE

to spend on Issue 1, 2025.

Conditions apply. Redeemable once per Issue when you spend $17.50.

Book Club was sent home this week! Look out for your copy of the Book Club catalogue coming home in your child's
school bag!

It's packed with hundreds of books from just $3 to help you on your child's reading journey. Ordering will close on Friday
November 29t

Visit_https://issuu.com/scholastic_australia/docs/bc_8-24 issuu?fr=sMWVkOTcwNDISMTA to view the catalogue online.
No late orders will be accepted. To order the books online and pay with your credit card via the LOOP facility visit
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx The LOOP facility eliminates the need to put your credit card
number on the order form and/or hand over cash.

Did you know that every purchase you make on Book Club earns our school 15% of the order value in Scholastic
Rewards? We use these to purchase more books and educational resources for the school. It all helps!

NAPLAN Results - Overview
We've had some fantastic improvements to our NAPLAN data to celebrate with the community. Student achievement in
NAPLAN is reported on using proficiency levels. There are four proficiency levels.

o Exceeding: the student’s result exceeds expectations at the time of testing.

« Strong: the student’s result meets challenging but reasonable expectations at the time of testing.

« Developing: the student’s result indicates that they are working towards expectations at the time of testing.

« Needs additional support: the student’s result indicates that they are not achieving the learning outcomes that

are expected at the time of testing. They are likely to need additional support to progress satisfactorily.

The results below indicate the number of students in 2024 who are working at Exceeding or Strong levels.

Year 3

Reading Writing Numeracy

2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024
60% 68% 78% 69% 58% 59%
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Year 5

Reading Writing Numeracy
2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024
74% 75% 80% 2% 53% 76%

NAPLAN also measures the growth of students between years 3 and 5. We are very proud of the 2024 Relative Growth
results, especially when compared to similar schools and the state.

High Growth

Reading Numeracy

WHPS 2024 Similar State WHPS 2024 Similar Schools State
Schools

24% 21% 25% 25% 19% 24%

Congratulations to our staff and students, these results are a testament to all the hard work our teachers and students put
into their learning.

The Wellbeing Show

“The Wellbeing Show” is coming to WHPS on Monday the 25th of November. This is an
interactive performance which aims to promote attitudes and behaviours student’s need in
order to be successful academically, in social interactions with others and to generally
experience happiness and wellbeing within themselves.

House Tokens - Positive School Wide Rewards

We have been acknowledging positive behaviour noticed by teachers during playtimes this

term. Students noticed displaying our school values receive a house token which is then collected during the week. At the
end of this term, the house with the most house points will celebrate with an active games’ afternoon.

Tag On active travel points will also go towards these house points. Every ‘tag on’ will equal a point towards your child
house.

End of Move it Month

Friday the 16th of November (this Friday) will end our Move It Month. Please make sure that you have your booklets
completed and handed into the office by this Friday. Students who have completed the Move it Month challenge will
receive a badge and certificate at assembly.

Regards Bec, Kim and Kylie

Acknowledgment of Country

We at White Hills Primary School, acknowledge the Dja Dja Wurrung people as the traditional owners
of the land where we live, learn and grow. We recognise their continued connection to land, water
and community. We pay our respect to Elders of the past, present and emerging. We extend our respect ﬁ
to all First Nations People visiting our school community.




Congratulations to Declan & Noah on receiving
last weeks Principal’s Award

Week 5 Students of the Week
Look at these achievers from last week!




Students of the week — RESILIENCE
Term 4 Week 6 — 14th November - ASSEMBLY

Prep D Nicola For trying her absolute best at swimming and showing resilience when having
to go in the chilly water.
Prep F Calais For being brave and resilient at swimming. You didn't give up Calais...Well
done!
Prep E Flynn For showing amazing and awesome resilience when attempting new tasks!
Prep B Jak For displaying a resilient and persistent attitude when entering the pool at
swimming!
Prep H Aaleyah For showing resilience and determination throughout swimming week!
1AK Tia For being a kind and caring friend and working hard in all learning areas.
1G Cooper S For being a superstar learner this week! Cooper always approaches tasks with
perseverance and a positive outlook.
1F Seb H For a wonderful start at White Hills PS and working hard to be a great school
friend!
1B Archer For having a positive mindset towards school and always being a kind and
caring classmate.
2w Riley H For aspiring to do his best in the classroom this week and showing resilience
by bouncing back from problems.
2P Raff For her kindness towards all members of our school and always showing
resilience when working in the classroom
2TD Sophia MT For displaying resilience and aspiring to be her best when completing her work
this week.
2K Pippa For aspiring to do her best and working hard on all learning activities.
3M Mak For constantly striving to complete his best work! Well done on being an
excellent role model in 3MV!
3V Scout B For aspiring to do her best in Maths when learning fractions this week
3C Alira For having a positive mindset when approaching all tasks.
3L Zoey For always having a positive mindset and displaying the school values, well
done!
40 Billie For always being positive and displaying all of the school values!
4HW Jackson Impressive work, Jackson! Your consistent effort, kindness, and respect for
others make a big difference!
4BL James For trying his best in all subjects and persisting with challenging tasks.
4G Emmi O For always being eager to participate in class discussions and tackle
challenges with determination.
5D Heidi For her willingness to to push through difficult tasks
5R Maxwell For persevering and making an effort to complete tasks he doesn’t always
want to do.
SW Nico R For attempting challenging tasks with a growth mindset
6K Sidrat | For her impressive resilience, adapting well to new situations and continuing to
put forth her best effort
6B Vanessa W For the way she makes an effort to make everyone feel welcome.
MW Hunter For her ability to try more challenging tasks and activities, even when initially
unsure or nervous.
6F Aaliyah S For her willingness to keep trying when activities get challenging.
Art Mrs Watchman Cody 6B For always coming to Art with a positive mindset.
Art Miss Hivon Adriel PB For always helping around the art room and making creative pieces.
STEM Mrs Treloar Jermi 5R For working hard on her stop motion when the other members of her group
were away.
STEM Ms Hauxwell Noah-Kai For taking extra care in tidying up our STEM space.
Sports Award Hunter R 3M For taking risks and trying new things in Physical Education
Mr Scoble
Chinese Violet E & Emerson H | For great teamwork in finishing Chinese landmark projects efficiently in high
(5R) quality.
Music Award Jack Curry 3L Jack has been a superstar in music this semester, not only on the drums where
Mr Marsh he has mastered the alternate double kick rock beat, but he has also nailed the

bass line to 7 Nation Army. He has even taught several of his classmates this
song! Well done Jack.




Calendar of Events
Term 4 2024
Week 6
Nov 15t Prep Swimming Program

Week 7

Nov 18! Thrive Group A 8.45am

Nov 181>22nd Years 1 & 2 Swimming Program

Nov 18t Prep Pevan & Sarah at Ulumburra Theatre
9.30am / 11.30am $22 Compass

Nov 19t 2025 Prep Familiarisation Day 12.15pm
Nov 21st 2025 Prep Familiarisation Day 12.15pm
Nov 21st Thrive Group C 8.45am

Nov 22 Thrive Group D 8.45am

Week 8

Nov 25t Thrive Group A 8.45am

Nov 25t Whole School Incursion The Wellbeing Show
$12.5

Nov 28t Grade 2 School Sleepover $25 Compass
Nov 28! Thrive Group C 8.45am

Nov 29t Thrive Group D 8.45am

Week 9

Dec 2 Thrive Group A 8.45am

Dec 3rd Grade 6 Enterprise Showcase

Dec 4i>6th Grade 5 Phillip Island Camp Compass
Dec 5t Thrive Group C 8.45am

Dec 5% Prep Dinner at School

Dec 5! Grade 1 Dinner at School 4.45pm/6.30pm
$16.50 Compass

Dec 6t Thrive Group D 8.45am

Week 10

Dec 10t Statewide Orientation Day

Dec 10t Christmas Concert 6.00pm

Dec 11t>12th Gr 6 Bendigo Tech School Excursion

Week 11

Dec 18t Grade 6 Graduation $45 Compass

Dec 19t Grade 5/6 Pool $9 Compass

Dec 20t Last day Term 4 Dismissal at 1.30pm

2025
January 21st Book Pack Collection Yrs 1 - 6
In the School Sports Shed
8:30am to 5:00pm

January 28t Curriculum Day Student Free
January 29t Start Up Interviews
January 30t First day for all Preps to Grade 6

White Hills Primary School

CHRISTMAS

“ CONCERT

At the White Hills Gardens - Stage of the Future

B
’ ; Tuesday 10th December
5.30 - BYO picnic tea

6pm Concert begins

i 53 " i

BYO picnic rug, chairs

and picnic tea to enjoy. Each grade

will perform

a Christmas
carol

[ 2024 Awards will
:_ be presented to
[ Grade 6 students

during the
evening

NOVEMBER 29
4-7PM
GARDEN FOR THE
FUTURE
BOSQUET ST
R WHITE HILLS

?ogether we grow

FUN FAIR

Bendigo Community Health Services
is celebrating 50 years of care, and
everyone’s invited to celebrate.

Discover our 50+ services
Free BBQ & ice cream

Food tfrucks
Children’s activities
Live music & performances

www.bchs.com.au

QP Bendigo Community

Health Services




