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Term 4 Week 3 - 24th October 2024 Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,

This Friday the 25th of October is World Teacher's Day. At WHPS we really value all of our dedicated staff and the
amazing work they do to support our students, their families and our school community. We really are very fortunate to
have such caring and committed teachers and staff here at White Hills.

Ride to school this Friday!

This Friday, the 25th of October, will be our first ride to school morning in Term 4. Sabina will start at the bridge near
Epsom Primary School at 8:15am, riding slowly along the track. She will make another stop at the Scott Street Bridge at
8:25am before finishing at school. Mr Scoble will be coming from the opposite direction, starting at Weeroona Avenue at
8.15am. He will then make his way along the bike track stopping at the Bridge on Knight Street (behind Weeroona
College) at 8:20am and then again near the playground just off the Boulevard in the Peppercorns Estate at 8:25am. They
will then follow the bike track to school. We hope to see lots of students and families joining us this term!

Getting ready for 2025

Planning for the 2025 school year is underway. If you have a child at White Hills Primary School this year and are NOT
planning on returning for 2025 (excluding Year 6), can you please let the office know as soon as possible, to assist with
classroom planning for next year.

If there are concerns about friendship placements for students in 2025, parents, carers and/or guardians are encouraged
to email our Acting Principal, Bec Harper - (Rebecca.Harper@education.vic.gov.au) by Friday, 1st November. Please
include the educational reasons for this request. All requests must be received in writing before they will be considered.
Whilst we will take all requests into consideration, we do not guarantee that all requests will be implemented, as we must
ensure that there is an equal balance of social, emotional and academic needs within each classroom. Please do not
assume that requests made last year, or prior to this time, will be automatically adhered to.

Parents are also reminded that this process is not a request for a specific teacher. Classroom groups will be developed
for social and educational needs, and then teachers will be matched with these classes once all appointment processes
have been completed.

Prep Transition Sessions

Our upcoming Prep Familiarisation dates are:

Group 1 Tuesdays 5th & 19th November 12.15pm - 1.45pm
Group 2 Tuesday 7th & 21st November 12.15pm - 1.45pm

Students will attend 2 of these sessions to help build confidence as they prepare to start their school journey.
Our Prep teachers have been busy visiting our new 2025 Preps in their Pre-school and Day Care centres so that they can
see some friendly faces when they begin school. We are very excited to meet our new Preps in the upcoming weeks.

Just a reminder that we have a Curriculum Day coming up in Term 4. It will be on Wednesday, 6th of November. On this
day, teachers will be working together to complete assessment and reporting requirements for Term 4.
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Whooping cough
Whooping cough cases are continuing to increase across Victoria, particularly among school-aged children.
Whooping cough is a very contagious infection, mostly spread through coughing or sneezing. Symptoms include:

e Dblocked or runny nose

o tiredness

e mild fever

e severe bouts of coughing, often followed by a ‘whooping’ sound on breathing.
Whooping cough can lead to life threatening infections in babies.
If your child is unwell, they should not attend school. Please see a doctor if you or your child develops whooping cough
symptoms. Early diagnosis and treatment will help reduce the spread of the infection.
Students diagnosed with whooping cough must not attend school
If your child is diagnosed with whooping cough, they must not attend school for 21 days after the onset of the cough, or
until they have received 5 days of antibiotic treatment. You must notify the school if your child is diagnosed with whooping
cough.
To further reduce the spread of infection to your child and the school community, the Public Health and Wellbeing
Requlations 2019 require that some students who were in the same classroom as a student diagnosed with whooping
cough should not attend school.

Your child should not attend school for 14 days after they were last exposed to a person diagnosed with whooping cough,
or until they have taken 5 days of a course of antibiotic treatment if they are:

e aged less than 7 years; and

e not fully vaccinated with 3 doses of whooping cough (pertussis) vaccine.

This exclusion is required by law — refer to the School exclusion table for primary schools and children’s services.
If your child is diagnosed with whooping cough, please contact the school to let us know.

More information
For more information about whooping cough, refer to Whooping cough on the Better Health Channel.

Vaccination is the best way to reduce the risk of whooping cough. The Department of Health recommends staying up to
date with immunisations, including booster doses. A free booster dose of the pertussis vaccine is covered under the
national immunisation program for students aged 12 to 13. If you are unsure about your child’s vaccination status for
whooping cough, please discuss with an immunisation provider, such as your doctor.

| really appreciate your support in keeping our students safe and well.

Swimming Program

In the coming weeks, our Foundation, Year 1 & Year 2 will start their swimming lessons. Foundation classes will begin in
week 6, starting Monday the 11th of November. Years 1 and 2 classes begin their lessons in week 7, starting Monday
18th of November.

Please make sure that all swimming items and clothing are clearly labelled to help with organisation. These lessons are
very important to reinforce water confidence and safety and are an important part of our school curriculum.

Student excellence in Mathematics and Literacy
This week, we will be celebrating the results of our ICAS competitions in English, Writing and Mathematics.

In term 3, selected students from years 2-6 participated in the International Competition and Assessments for Schools
(ICAS) in both Literacy and Mathematics. This competition is an independent, skills-based assessment program, with
students from over 20 countries participating in the competition. The scoring and corresponding certificates include the
following ranges: Participation, Merit, Credit, Distinction and High Distinction.

We had a range of participation and merit certificates across all year levels, which will be handed out in individual
classrooms.
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Participation Awards
Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
Mathematics Mathematics | Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics
Isla B Jovi Lilith C Lexi A Kenzie J
Zelda C Patrick N Riley H Alex B Gemma R
Advik G Freya M Nixon T Blake J Harrison R
OscarN Madison W Olivia M Sharman S

Mak K English Cody S Chase K
English Jasper D Kallum J
Riley D Milly H Billie L English English

Isla S Chad S Logan A Kenzie J

Sonny S Isla W Alex B OliviaR

Jack S Madison B

Molly T Writing Soraya H Writing

Madison W Arlia D Blake J Gemma R

Laylah T Lila M

English Olivia M

Alby D Lucia R

Jasper D

Milly H Writing

Gracelyn L Lexie A

Stella L Logan A

Freya M Toby C

Hunter R Soraya H

Isla S TylerH

Sonny S Lachlan L

Molly T Lila M

Lola W

Writing

Issy C

Mak K

Gracelyn L

Isla S
Merit Awards
Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
English English English Mathematics
Claire S Mak K Oliver B Dustin R

Ruby S
Writing English
Molly T Dustin R

We also had several credits, with these students being recognised with a certificate as they are in the
top 25% of their year level.




Credit Awards
Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
Mathematics English Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics
Alex B Issy C Evan | Toby C Sidrat |
Leo B Hamish P Writing Hudson W
Taio R Writing Chad S Oliva M English
Makai S Milly H English Dustin R Sidrat |
English William A Gemma R
Leo B Samuel S

Nixon T

We also had some distinction awards which is an incredible achievement for both the students and our school.
Congratulations to the following students for their achievements!

e lzack Fin Year 2, who received a Distinction in Mathematics

e AlexBin Year 2, who received a Distinction in English

o Kallum J in year 4, who received a Distinction in Mathematics.

« Sidrat | in year 6, who received a Distinction in Writing.
We would like to congratulate and thank all students who participated as part of our enrichment programs.

Maths Talent Quest Presentation in Melbourne
On Thursday, the 17th of October we went to RMIT university in Melbourne to collect our maths awards. For the last few
months, we have been working on our Maths Talent Quest. Our topic was Build a Castle.

In this topic we had to figure out how much time and money it would take to build a castle by only using mediaeval time
materials and methods. This includes how much it would cost to get the supplies, the cost of the land, the method of
building it and the cost of the furniture and extra.

Our group was one of the lucky few that was awarded a High Distinction in Victoria. We are very thankful to be receiving
this wonderful award, we couldn't be prouder of ourselves, our teammates and all the other students who participated.
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Smile Squad

As you might be aware, we have had the School Dental Program - ‘Smile Squad’ — attend our school to give the students
information on good dental health, undertake dental examinations and, where required, organise follow-up treatment.
While the program is voluntary, many of you consented for your child/children to participate in the Smile Squad program.
To better understand the delivery of the Smile Squad program including benefits and challenges, an independent firm
(Abt Global) has been engaged to evaluate the program. This is your opportunity to provide feedback on your experience
of the program. If you didn’t consent for your child/children to participate in Smile Squad they are also keen to hear from
you. The evaluation team wants to understand why you chose not to participate. So, whether you participated or not, this
is an opportunity to provide feedback so that improvements can be made to the Smile Squad program.

To participate in the evaluation, you can complete a confidential 5-10-minute survey. The survey does not require you to
provide any information to the evaluation team that identifies you, however the survey does ask what school your
child/children attend. Here is the link to the survey.

https.//abtassoc.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bf6YJUMs3NkfHWm

We encourage you to participate in this short survey and provide valuable feedback on Smile Squad. If you would like to
provide more detailed feedback to the evaluation team, please contact Eleanor at smilesquad_eval@abtglobal.com .
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Regards Craig, Bec, Kim and Kylie

Acknowledgment of Country

We at White Hills Primary School, acknowledge the Dja Dja Wurrung people as the traditional owners

of the land where we live, learn and grow. We recognise their continued connection to land, water

and community. We pay our respect to Elders of the past, present and emerging. We extend our respect
to all First Nations People visiting our school community.
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Congratulations to Ayah on receiving
last weeks Principal’s Award

Week 2 Students of the Week
Look at these achievers from last week!




Students of the week — RESILIENCE
Term 4 Week 3 - 25th October - ASSEMBLY

Prep D Eh Th'Yu Say | For sharing his knowledge and understanding during class discussions.
Prep F Havannah For always being a resilient, motivated and positive student. You set a great
example for others, Havannah!
Prep E George For working hard and showing great resilience when writing on his fairy tale of Jack
and the Beanstalk!
Prep B Paige For demonstrating that good writers use spaces and make their writing interesting.
Prep H River For being resilient and motivated when trying new activities.
1AK Jayden J For always taking on new challenges with a smile!
1G Zoe E For always showing resilience when she is faced with a challenge and having a
growth mindset every day!
1F Alex B For showing resilience in an overwhelming situation and being able to bounce back!
1B Willow For having a growth mindset in the classroom and always being kind to everyone
2W Clarke S For bouncing back after a tough recess and showing great resilience to turn things
around and be a successful learner.
2P Gemma Q For showing resilience out in the yard and always trying to be a kind and caring
friend.
21D Toyah F For bouncing back when feeling challenged and unsure.
2K Isla For showing resilience after facing a challenge during lunch and bouncing back.
3M Kara T For demonstrating resilience when having a go at tricky tasks in maths this week!
3V Issy C-C For showing resilience and staying positive when faced with challenges this week!
3C Milly H For always trying her best and displaying all the school values. A great role model!
3L Kai J For stepping up to a new student this week
40 Ruby S For always displaying all school values and going above and beyond when
completing class work.
4HW Marlie For always applying herself and trying her best with all tasks.
4BL Joel For improved resilience and willing to give all tasks a go.
4G Harrison L For always being super positive and treating his peers with great care.
5D Bridget For improved resilience when tasks are challenging
5R Levi For showing resilience and initiative, collecting the sports equipment at the end of
class, despite the heat.
5W Smith M For applying his new learning to improve his explanation writing
6K Harmony O For working hard to overcome challenges and staying focused on having a growth
mindset.
6B Finn W For his incredible riding in really tricky conductions at the Casey HPV race over the
weekend.
MW Noah R For aspiring to be a more focused reader this week
6F Paige W For fantastic persistence when racing at Casey Fields.
Art Mrs Watchman Kisha 3L For always trying her best in art and displaying the school values.
Art Miss Hivon Olivia M 5W For going above and beyond in your creativity and in all that you do!
STEM Mrs Treloar Jarrah S 1G For working hard to complete his spider shelter and then kindly helping his peers to
work on theirs.
Sports Award Lucy T For her excellent work with inventing a game task.
Mr Scoble
Chinese Jochebed 6B | For always trying hard and being focused during Chinese lessons, her handwriting

and notes are amazing and she tries her best during the activity.




Calendar of Events
Term 4 2024

Week 4
Oct 30t Bendigo Cup Public Holiday

Week 5

Nov 5t 2025 Prep Familiarisation Day 12.15pm
Nov 6t Curriculum Day Pupil Free

Nov 7t 2025 Prep Familiarisation Day 12.15pm

Week 6
Nov 11t>15t Prep Swimming Program

Week 7

Nov 18th>22nd Years 1 & 2 Swimming Program
Nov 18t Prep Incursion Pevan & Sarah

Nov 19t 2025 Prep Familiarisation Day 12.15pm
Nov 215t 2025 Prep Familiarisation Day 12.15pm

Week 8
Nov 28t Grade 2 School Sleepover

Week 9

Dec 31 Grade 6 Enterprise Showcase
Dec 4th>6t Grade 5 Phillip Island Camp
Dec 5t Grade 1 Dinner

Week 10

Dec 10t Statewide Orientation Day

Dec 10t Christmas Concert 6.00pm

Dec 11t1>12th Gr 6 Bendigo Tech School Excursion

Week 11

Dec 18t Grade 6 Graduation

Dec 19t Grade 5/6 Pool Event Compass

Dec 20t Last day Term 4 Dismissal at 1.30pm

2025
January 27t Book Pack Collection Yrs 1> 6
In the School Sports Shed
8:30am to 5:00pm
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White Hills Primary School

CHRISTMAS

" CONCERT

At the White Hills Gardens - Stage of the Future

Tuesday 10th December
5.30 - BYO picnic tea
E 6pm Concert begins
;.\ 2024 Awards will BYO picnic rug, chairs
2. be presentedto 2N Picnic teato enjoy. Each grade
v p will perform

Grade 6 students
during the
-/~ evening

a Christmas
carol




