
 

 

  
 

Term 3 Week 6  – 21st August 2026 Newsletter 
 

PRINICPAL UPDATE 
 
Dear White Hills Parents and Carers, 
 

Welcome to Week 6! 
 

Keeping the Momentum Going 
 
Welcome to Week 6! We’re officially halfway through, and this week is a great opportunity to reflect on how far we’ve 
come while looking ahead to what’s next. There’s plenty happening, so take a few minutes to catch up on the latest 
updates, celebrate some great work from our Grade 2 students and see what’s coming up this week. 
 
A friendly reminder to our school community to wear a touch of purple this Friday 21st of August, as we make a stand 
against bullying and show our commitment to kindness, inclusion and respect. Whether it’s a purple shirt, ribbon, socks 
or even a small accessory, every touch of purple helps send an important message: we stand together against bullying. 
 
Let’s fill our school with purple and remind everyone that kindness matters and that we all have a role to play in creating 

a safe, supportive and inclusive school community.      

 

Keeping Our School Community Healthy 
 
We are currently seeing an increase in illness across the school, including cases of influenza (flu). While we understand 
how important regular attendance is for students’ learning, keeping unwell students at home is equally important in helping 
prevent the spread of illness throughout our school community. 
If your child is unwell, please allow them time to rest and recover at home before returning to school. This helps protect 
classmates, teachers and families, particularly those who may be more vulnerable to illness. 
We appreciate your support in helping us maintain a healthy school environment. Simple measures such as staying home 
when sick, washing hands regularly, covering coughs and sneezes, and returning to school only when well enough to 
participate fully can make a big difference. Thank you for helping us keep our students and wider school community 
healthy and well. 
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2026 Parent / Carer Opinion Survey 
 
WE WANT OUR PARENTS / CARERS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK! 
Our school is conducting the annual Parent / Carer Opinion Survey offered by the Department of Education and is seeking 
your feedback. The survey is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of school 
climate, student behaviour, and student engagement. The survey is optional, but we encourage and appreciate your 
participation. 
 
Our school will use the survey results to assist in identifying areas for improvement, professional development and to 
target school planning and improvement strategies. 
  
The Parent / Carer Opinion Survey will be open online from Monday 17 August to Friday 18 September 2026. The link 
for the survey has been sent home via a Compass News Item. Please contact the office if you need any further information. 

Summersalt Gymnastics Program 

 
Our Summersalt Gymnastics (formally Jets Gymnastics) Program will commence in Week 7 (24th August) and run for four 
weeks, providing students from Foundation to Year 6 with the opportunity to develop their gymnastics skills through fun, 
engaging and age-appropriate activities. The program will focus on building strength, coordination, balance, flexibility and 
confidence. The timetable outlining the session time for each year level is now on Compass, so families can plan 
accordingly. 
 

Changes to the White Hills Primary School Bushfire at Risk Register 
 
The Department of Education works with the CSIRO to assess bushfire risk for schools and early childhood services every 
year. The assessment uses current data from national and state bushfire authorities. 
 
All facilities are assessed on a scale of 0 (highest risk) to 6 (lowest risk). Categories 0-3 are placed on the Bushfire At-
Risk Register. As a result of this year’s review, our school’s bushfire risk category has decreased. Our school is no longer 
on the Category 4 List. This change typically occurs when there are changes to the bushfire prone area (BPA) layer used 
in the assessment. The BPA changes over time, especially as towns and cities grow. 
 
This means our school is no longer required to close when there is Catastrophic fire danger in our fire weather 
district. While our school may remain open on these days, buses that travel through a Catastrophic fire district will be 
cancelled. We will continue to clear vegetation from our site and perform routine maintenance on our buildings to reduce 
our risk of bushfire/grassfire and other hazards. The safety of students and staff remains our priority, and the school will 
continue to have a robust emergency management plan in place. We also encourage families to develop and follow their 
own bushfire survival plans. 

 

  

https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-and-during-a-fire/your-bushfire-plan


 

 

Science Week 2026 

As part of Science Week 2026, our students explored the theme ‘Seeds of Science’ through a range of hands-on 
investigations and creative activities during lunchtime. Students used digital microscopes to take a closer look at seeds 
and items from nature, examined bugs and created detailed scientific drawings and investigated seed dispersal by 
designing and testing paper helicopters. They also created beautiful nature mandalas using natural materials and 
challenged themselves to identify plants by carefully observing and comparing different seeds. It was wonderful to see 
our students using their curiosity, creativity and scientific thinking to explore the natural world around them! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lately in Grade 2 
Symbiotic relationships are when different animals can do things for the other animals. Like birds can eat tics and fleas 
from zebras and the zebra gets clean and gives the bird food. - Emilee 2J 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 
In Grade 2, we have also been enjoying spending time writing in our Writers’ Notebooks. We look forward to these 
opportunities to be creative, experiment with ideas and try new things as writers. 
 
Over the past two weeks, we have been exploring personification. We chose an everyday object and imagined what it 
might be like if it were a person. We thought about how our objects might feel, think, speak and behave and used 
these ideas to create an imaginative piece of writing. 
 
We have loved seeing the creative and imaginative ideas the students have come up with. Take a look at the orientation 
of some of our writing samples below! 
 
There was once a stapler that always went to the gym. His name was Sammy and he was very strong and he could lift a 
car. Jameson 
 
In a hot, Crayola pencil case a hot pink crayon was bored. She wanted to see the outside world because she never got 
used much! Gabi-Bella  
 
In the big colourful loungeroom the lamp loved it when she was turned on. But sometimes she gets sad and hates being 
turned off. Freya  
 
Hi my name is Miss Chair or you can call me Mia. Iôm sick of being sat on all the time. People always put their bottoms 
on my belly and I hate it. Scarlett K 
 
Hi my name is Cici and I live in the Great Barrier Reef in the Pacific Ocean. I am a teal and blue Dumbo Octopus with 
little ears and 8 tentacles. Wren   
 
I am a squishy and my name is Owl. Sometimes people squish me and it hurts. Dalraj  
 
Hi Iôm a colouring book. You can call me Moody. Nobody colours me in and Iôm tired of being plain every day. Seth  
 
 

Chinese Ambassador Training Update 
 
The White Hills Primary School student representative/s successfully completed the Chinese Language Ambassador 
Training Day last Friday.  
 
The day brought together eighteen Grade 5 and 6 students from six Bendigo primary schools. Throughout the training, 
students explored the value of language learning, worked with students from other schools, and developed ideas for 
how they could help make language learning more visible, engaging and enjoyable within their own school communities. 
 
We have following 4 students as the Chinese Language Ambassador at WHPS:  
Isla Woolley, Harrison Lougoon, Abbey Warner, Darcie Beale 
 
They represented WHPS very positively and contributed enthusiastically throughout the day. We hope this experience 
has given them some practical ideas and confidence to take on a small leadership role in promoting language learning 
back at our school. 

  



 

 

 
White Hills Primary School Socials 
 

 
Don’t forget we share updates through the White Hills 
Primary School Facebook and Instagram Pages.  
 
Look out for updates, activities, special events and 
celebrations.  
You will know that you’ve landed on the right page when 
you see our beautiful school dog Rosie. 

 
 
 
 

 
School Fundraiser - Pie Drive – Bridgewater Bakehouse 
 
All families have now received a Pie Drive Fundraiser form. 
 
Please drop into the office if you require another or an additional form.  
 
Order form(s) are due back by Monday 7th September at the latest, thank you. 
  



 

 

 

What’s on……… 

Calendar of Events  

Term 3 | 13th July – 18th September 2026 

Monday 17th August School HATS are back!  Compulsory (refer below)  

Friday 21st August Bullying NO WAY week Wear a touch of purple 

Friday 21st August Grade 3 Excursion Town walk 

Friday 21st August Prep ñWild Actionô incursion Refer Compass 

Monday 24th /25th/26th 

August 

Grade 4 Camp  Campaspe Downs 

Mon 24th, Tues 25th and 

Wed 26th August 

Summersault Gym 

commences this week! 

Refer Compass 

Runs for 4 weeks! 

Thursday 27th August The Blurbs - Preps  

Tuesday 25th August STEM - GALS Day 2 

Discovery Centre (10am-2pm) 

Selected students 

Friday 28th August Book Week Parade Parents welcome at 9.10am 

at the Basketball Courts 

Tuesday 1st September  Fathers/Special Person Day 

Breakfast 

8.00am ï 8.45am  

Basketball Courts 

Thursday 3rd September Fathers/Special Persons Day 

gift stall 

Please donate a $2 gift (to the 

office) and bring $2 on the 

day of stall to purchase a gift. 

Friday 4th September Curriculum Day No students at school 

Monday 7th September Pie Drive Fundraiser Orders due back today 

Thursday 10th September Student Leader Parliament 

visit 

 

Friday 11th September Colour Fun Run 2:30pm (parents welcome) 

*Students bring/wear a white T-shirt! 

Thursday 17th September Pie Drive  Collection Day  

Term 4 | 5th October – 18th December 2026 
 

Tuesday 8th December White Hills Primary School  

CHRISTMAS CONCERT   

White Hills Gardens  

Gardens of the Future stage 

(see below flyer) 

 
 
 



 

 

GENERAL UPDATES - INFORMATION 
 

 
 

Hats are Back!!!   
 
As a proud SunSmart school, students will be asked to wear broad-brimmed hats or bucket hats 
outside from Monday 17th August. 
 
This is in line with the Cancer Council’s SunSmart recommendation that hats be worn from mid-August through to the end 
of April. Although it may not feel like hat weather, UV levels can still be damaging on cool, cloudy days.  
 
Staff will spend the first 2 days reminding students of this change. From Wednesday 19th, students without an appropriate 
hat will be required to remain under the Hat tree during lunch and recess. 
 
Too much of the sun’s ultraviolet (UV) radiation can cause sunburn, skin and eye damage and skin cancer. UV damage 
accumulated during childhood and adolescence is associated with an increased risk of skin cancer later in life. Skin cancer 
is the most common cancer in Australia. It is also one of the most preventable cancers. You can’t see or feel the sun’s 
UV. Whatever the weather, if the UV levels are three or more, it’s important to Slip, Slop, Slap, Seek and Slide!  

 
Book Week 
 

Get ready to celebrate the magic of reading during Book Week 
2026!  
 
As part of our celebrations, the Blurbs will be performing at school on Thursday, 27 August. 

Families are also warmly invited to our Book Week Dress-Up Parade on Friday, 28 August, beginning at 9:10 am. 
Students are encouraged to come dressed as their favourite book character and join in the fun as we celebrate the joy 
of books and reading together. 

We can't wait to see everyone's amazing costumes and enjoy another memorable Book Week! 

 

Before school reading club 
 

Remember that we offer a Before 
School Reading Club every 

morning in our school library. 
 

Set your child up for a successful 
day of learning, add to their home 
reading night tally and a chance to 

get out of the cold! 
 
 

  



 

 

 

STUDENT AWARDS 

 

 

 

Junior School Awards 
Prep M Alena For her improvement in responsibility and independence, by trying her 

best to be packed up and ready to learn. 

Prep C Leni For being a responsible,  respectful and helpful member of the class. 

Prep V Braxton For showing resilience when things are tricky and trying his best! 

Prep H Rain For showing resilience when she finds things hard. 

1F Patrick  For incredible imagination and creative writing on his narrative writing! 

1D Reuben For showing great enthusiasm in Maths and confidently using your 

number line to solve addition and subtraction equations. 

1AK Kibet For bringing big smiles, bright energy, and a wonderful spark of fun to 
our classroom every single day! 

1M Freya For always showing kindness and respect to her peers and teachers! 

2J Ruby For being a switched on learner, joining in with classroom discussion 
and sharing your ideas respectfully. Amazing work Ruby! 

2B Henri For showing responsibility by being organised, following classroom 
routines and making sensible choices every day. 

2TD Willow For consistently applying herself to writing tasks and always aspiring to 
do her best. 

2K Ayvah For always being a responsible learner in class by being organised and 
following classroom expectations. 

2F Flynn For always showing kindness and respect and for working hard, even 
when things are challenging. Flynn, your effort and resilience are 
wonderful to see. 

Specialist Awards  
Sports – Mr. 

Scoble  
Oliver B (6PB) For taking on feedback to improve his skills during bat tennis this 

week. 

Sports – Mr 
Weymouth 

Sienna (3O) For taking time to help pack up equipment outside without being 

asked, showing amazing kindness to everyone. 

STEM – Mrs 
Treloar 

Isabella (5F) 

 

For her curious approach to STEM tasks and being an amazing help 

with the science week lunchtime activities. 

STEM - Mrs 
Cosgriff 

Bella (6K) For her creativity and environmental awareness, creating a bottle cap 

monster in her own time to inspire others to 'Reduce, Reuse and 

Recycle'. 

Art - Mrs 
White  

Kibet For being an amazing artist, skillfully sculpting a clay echidna and 

following instructions with ease. 

Art - Mrs 
Watchman 

3C,3R,3O,3W For demonstrating exceptional skill and patience while exploring a 

range of weaving techniques, carefully selecting colours, textures and 

materials, and creating a beautiful and meaningful Dream Catcher. 

Music - Ms 
Soko 

Hpoun Aling (PV) For showing great listen skills in music and helping others follow 
directions in a safe manner. 

Chinese - 
Ms Xie 

Clyde For trying so hard to write down all the food vocabulary in Chinese 
characters on his whiteboard and always being calm and patient which 
setting great role model to his peers. Well done Clyde! 

Term 3 Week 6 
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Senior School Awards 
3O Sammy For a great start to his new school and settling in well! 

3R Archer For doing a fantastic job with his literary recount, adding in engaging 

vocabulary. Well done Arch! 

3C Rosie For excellent recount writing. Keep up the wonderful effort. 

3H Lizzy For showing wonderful effort and responsibility in all learning areas after 

returning from an extended family trip. Well done! 

4JG Tash For always showing initiative, lending a helping hand to her teachers and 

peers. 

4HW Taleah For always giving her best in everything she does! Your effort and 

determination are fantastic! 

4LM James For displaying school values in the classroom and working hard during 

maths. 

4G Izack For showing excellent respect and having strong input with class 

discussions. 

5B Skylar For improving to move calmly and quickly between activities. 

5TS Andrea For always taking responsibility for her learning and consistently striving to 

improve and be the best learner she can be. 

5F Max C For his ability to do the right thing and stay focused when others might get 

distracted. 

5L Jack For being a responsible friend who is always there to support and 

encourage others. 

6K Sam For demonstrating excellent leadership and standing up for his friends. 

6B Amity Amity brings all the sparkle in everything she does. She keeps everyone 

entertained, while showing the way. What a great leader she is. 

6PB Jaxon For showing responsibility and making positive choices in class. 

6D Jaxon For consistently looking out for others and always showing great empathy. 



 

 

Ari is an exemplary student who consistently demonstrates all of our school values. Her passion for learning shines 
through, particularly in her recent STEM work, where she has shown curiosity, creativity and perseverance. Ari is also a 
fantastic and supportive friend who is kind, inclusive and always willing to encourage others. She is a wonderful role model 
and a valued member of our school community.Congratulations on this well-deserved Principal’s Award, Ari! 



 

 

WELLBEING UPDATE 

 

 
 
 

Week 6 | Monday 17 August – Friday 21 August 2026 
 
 
 

Helping to build positive relationships with others  
 

Positive social connections act as a strong preventative factor against bullying. Supporting this 
might look like: 
 
¶ helping children and young people build positive social connections by supporting them to 

catch up with friends out of school 
¶ socialising with other children and young people of a similar age 
¶ supporting children and young people to find clubs or activities they might enjoy 
¶ doing something social as a group, such as volunteering for a local charity, community 

group or sports club. 
 

Help to strengthen your childôs wellbeing 
 

Wellbeing relates to mood, attitude, relationships, resilience and health. Families working to build 
and maintain positive relationships are already helping to improve wellbeing. Other things families 
can do include: 
 
¶ encouraging healthy habits like regular exercise, balanced nutrition and good sleep habits 
¶ offering emotional support 
¶ facing challenges together. Come from a place of being ócurious, not furiousô when your 

child confides in you about any issues they have been involved in 
¶ modelling positive behaviours, respectful relationships and healthy coping strategies. 

 
For more information, the Raising Children Network  has helpful and practical advice for building 
and maintaining positive relationships with children and young people.  
 
Please have a look at the following links for more information : 
 

Positive family relationships: how to build them 
 

Wellbeing activities: children & parents 
 
 
 
 

 
  

https://raisingchildren.net.au/grown-ups/family-life/routines-rituals-relationships/good-family-relationships
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/activity-guides/wellbeing
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/activity-guides/wellbeing


 

 

 
 
 

NOTICES 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Smile Squad free school dental program from Bendigo Health is coming to our school. 
 Smile Squad is the Victorian Government’s free school dental program. 

This means all students can receive a free dental check-up, preventive services, and treatment at school. 
  

How to access free dental care: 
We need your consent before we can provide services. Consent is usually provided by a parent or guardian. 

Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic 
  

OR use the QR code below: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paper copies of the consent form are also available. Please contact the school office if you would like one. 
  

The electronic consent form can be translated into more than 100 languages, and the paper form is currently available 
in 13 languages. 

  
Smile Squad oral health packs 

All children deserve a healthy smile, and the Smile Squad free school dental program is working hard to help make this 
happen. Your child(ren) will soon receive a free oral health pack to bring home. The pack contains a toothbrush, full-

sized toothpaste, and an oral health brochure. 
 Please take a moment to read the brochure—it is full of useful tips to help your family eat well, drink well, and clean well 

for life. 
  

Standard strength toothpaste 
Smile Squad provides standard-strength fluoride toothpaste, which is generally recommended for ages six and over 

unless advised otherwise by a dental or trained health professional. 
  

If your child is under six, please speak with a dental or trained health professional to determine whether this toothpaste 
is suitable. Alternatively, you may choose to put the toothpaste aside until they turn six or give it to another family 

member. 
  

Do I need to attend my child’s appointment? 
No, you do not need to attend your child’s appointment. You are welcome to attend if you wish, and you can choose to 

take your child to a community dental clinic if that suits your family better. 
 

 
 
 
  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fsmilesquadvic&data=05%7C02%7CMarita.Austin%40education.vic.gov.au%7C6999fa0113f8477f97fe08decff9fe98%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639176869827493336%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B0tK5lYcoklNdhaTlKLaC5NdSaNKwpw3BKNInnG6M3w%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Subway Lunches 
 
Thank you to Subway in Epsom for the delicious food they have been supplying us. Our subway 
lunches have been very popular on Fridays so we would like to offer a second day to order 
subway lunches. 
 
You can now order subway lunches on Mondays & Fridays. 
 

   Order by: 7am, on the day 

   Register here: app.canteenhub.com.au/register-customer 

   Need to cancel? No worries! Just head to your profile on canteenhub.com.au before the cut-off 

time. 

      VPN Users: Set it to Australia for a smooth experience! 

  Need help? Email our monitored customer service desk help@canteenhub.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fapp.canteenhub.com.au%2Fregister-customer&data=05%7C02%7CMarita.Austin%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf3ac5975a35a4145f06d08dea0edd268%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639125140451895859%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bXycmz9zSNj5JQdobB8xdhUMRNFNgkLq2C5J9vxUkPQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcanteenhub.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMarita.Austin%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf3ac5975a35a4145f06d08dea0edd268%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639125140451913090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RAzVvS103aFDV1Hc5nKvuniICxCqAkt8xbABDmBDx9Q%3D&reserved=0
mailto:help@canteenhub.com


 

 

 



 

 

 
 


