
 

 

  
 

Term 3 Week 5  – 14th August 2026 Newsletter 
 

PRINICPAL UPDATE 
 
Dear White Hills Parents and Carers, 
 

Welcome to Week 5! 
 

It is exciting to see some warmer weather on the way next week. Just a reminder that students will need to wear their 
hats from Monday onwards. As a proud SunSmart school, students will be asked to wear broad-brimmed hats or bucket 
hats in our school colours. Hats can be purchased from our uniform supplier, Bob Stewart. 
 

School Council Meeting 10th August 2026 

 

School Council met on Monday evening with a few agenda items including the following items: 
• Finance Report 
• SIT Team Reports (Wellbeing and Teaching and Learning) 
• Management Report 
• Presenting Naplan Data and Students Attitudes to School Data 
• Sharing updated Sports Hall plans which is due for construction in the next few months 

Thank you to all our School Council members for their ongoing contributions. 
 

2026 Parent / Carer Opinion Survey: 
 
WE WANT OUR PARENTS / CARERS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK! 
Our school is conducting the annual Parent / Carer Opinion Survey offered by the Department of Education and is 
seeking your feedback. The survey is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of 
school climate, student behaviour, and student engagement. The survey is optional, but we encourage and appreciate 
your participation. 
Our school will use the survey results to assist in identifying areas for improvement and professional development 
needs in the school, to target school planning and improvement strategies. 
The Parent / Carer Opinion Survey will be open online from Monday 17 August to Friday 18 September 2026.  
The link for the survey will be available next week, via Compass. 
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Chinese Language Ambassador Training Day  
 

Last Friday, eighteen Grade 5 and 6 students, from six Bendigo primary 
schools, explored the value of language learning, worked with students from 
other schools, and developed ideas for how they could help make language 
learning more visible, engaging and enjoyable within their own school 
communities. 
 
A strong focus of the day was on student 
leadership, being curious and willing to have 
a go, encouraging others and helping create 
confidence around language learning. 
We were proud of how Abbey-Leigh, Darcie, 
Isla and Harrison represented WHPS with 
positivity and they contributed 
enthusiastically throughout the day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Principal Portraits 

 

Congratulations to these amazing artists in Grade 6, Sadie, 
Jessica and Abbie.  
 
The Grade 6 students designed an animal or character half face to 
sit beside the school photos of Mrs Harper, Ms Davies and Mr 
Dickins. All students did an amazing job in this art project, and 
they have made a fantastic display in the main building. Well done 
to all Grade 6 students.  

 
 
 
 
Student of the week - Certificate Design Competition 

 
 
 

Well done to our fabulous students for helping to design the 
2026 Student of the Week Certificate.  Congratulations to Adrian 
2K, Noah and Ruben 4HW, Hsa Ka Paw 6K and Zoe 3W. Their 
designs have been included in the design of our new certificate. 
We look forward to celebrating our students’ achievements with 
this certificate, alongside our School-Wide Positive Behaviour 
acknowledgements.  
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Learning Walks 

As part of our ongoing work to strengthen literacy instruction across the school, members of our Literacy Improvement 
Team recently participated in a learning walk at a local primary school and tomorrow will visit another primary school. 

These visits provided an opportunity to observe how other schools structure and deliver their literacy blocks, with a 
particular focus on instructional practices, classroom routines, student engagement and the use of resources. Staff were 
able to see different approaches in action, discuss the thinking behind each school’s literacy model and reflect on how 
these practices might inform our own work. 

These learning walks are an important part of the redevelopment of our literacy instructional model. By visiting other 
schools and engaging in professional conversations with teachers and leaders, we are building our collective 
understanding of effective literacy instruction and considering what will work best for our students and context. 

The observations and reflections from these visits will contribute to the continued development and refinement of our 
literacy instructional model, ensuring it is informed by evidence, research and effective practice across schools. 

 

Summersault Gymnastics Program 

 

Our Summersault Gymnastics (formally Jets Gymnastics) Program will commence in Week 7 and run for four weeks, 
providing students from Foundation to Year 6 with the opportunity to develop their gymnastics skills through fun, 
engaging and age-appropriate activities. The program will focus on building strength, coordination, balance, flexibility 
and confidence. The timetable outlining the session time for each year level will be sent directly to parents and carers 
via Compass, so families can plan accordingly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

What’s on……… 

Calendar of Events 

Term 3 | 13th July – 18th September 2026 

Monday 17th August School HATS are back!  Compulsory (refer below)  

Wednesday 19th August Proposed strike action day Refer Compass 

Thursday 20th August Division Volleyball Selected students 

Friday 21st August Bullying NO WAY week Wear a touch of purple 

Friday 21st August Grade 3 Excursion Town walk 

Friday 21st August Prep “Wild Action’ incursion Refer Compass 

Monday 24th /25th/26th 

August 

Grade 4 Camp  Campaspe Downs 

Mon 24th, Tues 25th and 

Wed 26th August 

Summersault Gym 

commences this week! 

Refer Compass 

Runs for 4 weeks! 

Thursday 27th August The Blurbs - Preps  

Tuesday 25th August STEM - GALS Day 2 

Discovery Centre (10am-2pm) 

Selected students 

Friday 28th August Book Week Parade Parents welcome at 9.10am 

at the Basketball Courts 

Tuesday 1st September  Fathers/Special Person Day 

Breakfast 

8.00am – 8.45am  

Basketball Courts 

Thursday 3rd September Fathers/Special Persons Day 

gift stall 

Please donate a $2 gift (to the 

office) and bring $2 on the 

day of stall to purchase a gift. 

Friday 4th September Curriculum Day No students at school 

Monday 7th September Pie Drive Fundraiser Orders due back today 

Thursday 10th September Student Leader Parliament 

visit 

 

Friday 11th September Colour Fun Run 2:30pm (parents welcome) 

Thursday 17th September Pie Drive  Collection Day  

Term 4 | 5th October – 18th December 2026 
 

Tuesday 8th December White Hills Primary School  

CHRISTMAS CONCERT  

White Hills Gardens  

Gardens of the Future stage 

(see below flyer) 

 
 



 

 

GENERAL UPDATES - INFORMATION 
 

 
 

 
 
The National week of action is back!  Wear a Touch of Purple on Friday 21st August. 
 

As part of Bullying No Way Week, students and staff are invited to wear a touch of purple to school to 
show their commitment to kindness, respect and inclusion. Examples of this could be ribbons, earrings, 
socks or spray hair colour. 

Purple is a symbol of standing together against bullying and celebrating the importance of creating a 
safe and supportive environment where everyone feels they belong. Whether it's a purple ribbon, 
earrings, socks or spray hair colour, every splash of purple helps spread an important message. 

We encourage everyone to join in as we work together to build a school community where kindness is 
valued, differences are celebrated and everyone is treated with respect. 

Hats are Back!!!   
 
As a proud SunSmart school, students will be asked to wear broad-brimmed hats or 
bucket hats outside from Monday 17th August. 
 
This is in line with the Cancer Council’s SunSmart recommendation that hats be worn from mid-August 
through to the end of April. Although it may not feel like hat weather, UV levels can still be damaging on 
cool, cloudy days.  
 
Staff will spend the first 2 days reminding students of this change. From Wednesday 19th, students 
without an appropriate hat will be required to remain under the Hat tree during lunch and recess. 
 
Too much of the sun’s ultraviolet (UV) radiation can cause sunburn, skin and eye damage and skin 
cancer. UV damage accumulated during childhood and adolescence is associated with an increased risk 
of skin cancer later in life. Skin cancer is the most common cancer in Australia. It is also one of the most 
preventable cancers. You can’t see or feel the sun’s UV. Whatever the weather, if the UV levels are 
three or more, it’s important to Slip, Slop, Slap, Seek and Slide!  
 
Book Week 

 

Get ready to celebrate the magic of reading during 
Book Week 2026!  
 
As part of our celebrations, the Blurbs will be performing at school on Thursday, 27 August. 

Families are also warmly invited to our Book Week Dress-Up Parade on Friday, 28 August, beginning 
at 9:10 am. Students are encouraged to come dressed as their favourite book character and join in the 
fun as we celebrate the joy of books and reading together. 

We can't wait to see everyone's amazing costumes and enjoy another memorable Book Week! 



 

 

Before school reading club 

 

Remember that we offer a Before 
School Reading Club every 

morning in our school library. 
 

Set your child up for a successful 
day of learning, add to their home 
reading night tally and a chance to 

get out of the cold! 
 
 
 

 
 
White Hills Primary School Socials 
 

 
Don’t forget we share updates through the White 
Hills Primary School Facebook and Instagram 
Pages.  
Look out for updates, activities, special events 
and celebrations.  
You will know that you’ve landed on the right 
page when you see our beautiful school dog 
Rosie. 
 
 

 
 
 
School Fundraiser  
 
Pie Drive – Bridgewater Bakehouse 
 
All families have now received a Pie Drive Fundraiser form. 
 
Please drop into the office if you require another or an additional form.  
 
Order form(s) are due back by Monday 7th September at the latest, thank you. 
 
 
 
  



 

 

STUDENT AWARDS 

 

 

Junior School Awards 
Prep M Chloe For her growing responsibility to take care of herself and 

complete her daily reading.  

Prep C Ada For showing responsibility in the classroom with her work and 

organisation. 

Prep V Macie For being a responsible and kind helper in her class this week. 

Prep H Miyuki For being organised and keeping her work area tidy. 

1F Violet For her incredible passion for learning and always showing 

respect to teachers and her friends. 

1D Leo For always putting in your best effort and taking pride in your 

learning. Keep up the fantastic work!  

1AK Georgie for her incredible resilience and hard-working attitude this 
week, shining brightly through every challenge and setting a 
wonderful example for everyone around her.  

1M Adriana For consistently following all our school values and classroom 
expectations. You are a fabulous role model in our classroom 
every day! 

2J Hattie For always being a responsible and organised learner who puts in 
100% every day. You're a superstar Hattie! 

2B George  For showing a positive attitude towards his learning and inspiring 
others to do their best. 

2TD Clyde  For always being a responsible learner and a wonderful role 
model to others  

2K Olivia For always being a responsible and organised learner who 
consistently makes good choices in class. 

2F Alexi For being a responsible and enthusiastic learner who always sets 
a great example.  

Senior School Awards 
3O Darcy  For being an excellent role model and always displaying all of 

the school values! 

3R Charlie For consistently trying his best in all learning activities and being 

super proud of his writing. 

3C Aspyn For being resilient and bouncing back from challenges! Your 

attitude has been fantastic Aspyn, keep up the great effort. 

3H Abel For taking responsibility for his learning by making positive 

choices across all learning areas. Well done, Abel. 

4JG Jacquie For having an excellent week of attendance and working hard to 

complete her work. 

4HW Scarlett For putting detail and persuasion into her advertising poster. 

4LM Ellie For always being a responsible learner, consistently giving her 

best each day 
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We invite our families to assembly this Friday to celebrate the 

achievements of these amazing students! 

4G Julia  For consistently challenging herself in maths - she always 

aspires to do her best! 

5B Harrison  For taking on feedback from the teacher and using it to improve 

his Non-Fiction Narrative about the Colosseum.  

5TS Faith For being responsible when helping in the STEM room and 

trying hard to keep her belongings tidy. 

5F Isla  For being responsible in the classroom and always 

endeavouring to be the best version of herself she can be.  

5L Xian For being a polite, well-mannered member of 5L. He is always 

setting a great example to his fellow classmates! 

6K Htoo Gay Moo For consistently participating in class and becoming a fantastic 

classmate to 6K.  

6B Mason  Mason is always ready to push himself in his learning and loves 

to take on challenges to extend himself.  

6PB Nixon For always showing responsibility and respect to all  

6D Jessica  For the high quality of answers when responding to questions 

with our class novel. 

Specialist Awards  
Sports - Mr 

Scoble  
Levi (2F) For his excellent attitude towards his learning in PE this week. 

Keep up the great work! 

Sports - Mr 
Weymouth 

William (3R) For his excellent efforts in PE this week. William worked hard 

on his basketball shooting form, especially the follow through 

with his shooting hand. 

STEM - Mrs 
Treloar 

Hazel (5TS) For amazing coding skills when programming the micro bits. 

Her problem-solving skills were amazing! 

STEM - Mrs 
Cosgriff 

Hildee (1D) For her great coding skills and challenging herself to explore 

new ideas on Scratch. A fantastic STEM learner! 

Art - Mrs 
White  

Stella (5TS) For always listening carefully to instructions and doing a 

fantastic job learning and applying macrame techniques. 

Art - Mrs 
Watchman 

Ahmed (3R) 
 
 

Elliot (PH) 

Paul (PH) 

For demonstrations of excellent weaving skills, sustained 
focus, and independent working skills.  
 
For being a fabulous listener during Visual Art. 

For fantastic focus during Visual Art 

Music - Ms 
Soko 

Carter (3R) For having the best music lesson. Showing resilience by 
having a go, encouraging others to do the right thing and 
answering respectfully. Great music lesson Carter.  

Chinese - Ms 
Xie 

Adriana (1M) For being a great listener during Chinese lesson and finishing 
her task efficiently and willing to provide help to other 
students! Well done, Adriana! 



 

 

Principal Award

You are a quiet achiever who consistently demonstrates 
persistence and dedication in everything you do. Your 

amazing advertising poster showcased your creativity and 
the effort you put into your learning. It is also wonderful to 
see the respect and kindness you show to others in the 

yard each day. Most importantly, you continue to grow in 
confidence, and it has been fantastic to watch you 

challenge yourself and shine. Keep believing in 
yourself—we are all very proud of you!



 

 

WELLBEING UPDATE 

Wellbeing @ White Hills PS 
 
 

 
Week 6 | Monday 17 August – Friday 21 August 2026 

 

What are the different roles that people can play in a bullying scenario? 
 

Upstander- Behaviours include active, positive support for the person being bullied 

Reinforcer- Behaviours include laughing, cheering, or encouraging the unkind behaviour 
Assistant - Behaviours include actively helping a bully, such as blocking exits. 
Outsider - Behaviours include silent observation/standing and watching close by, that could be interpreted 
as   approval of what the bully is saying or doing. 

Questions you could ask your child 
 

Have you ever witnessed someone being bullied or treated unkindly? 

Think of one of those times… what did it feel like to watch someone being treated badly?  
How did you respond? Did you notice any Reinforcers, Assistants or Outsiders? 

How do you feel now about your response?  
Would you do anything differently now?  

How to be an Upstander 
Bullying involves an imbalance of power. Most bullying incidents have witnesses (bystanders). Power is given (or 
not) to the bully by the response of the bystanders, not from their bullying behaviour. Being an upstander takes 
practice. Discuss and role play with your child how they might be an upstander in different settings. Use some of 
the strategies below: 
 

Possible actions of Upstanders include:  
 

• Ignore and walk away. Encourage the person being bullied to do the same. Tell a trusted adult. 
• Refuse to join in and state why calmly. 
 • Report to an adult.  
• Invite the person being bullied to join you in an activity away from the bully. 
• Speak up clearly and calmly, for example “I don’t like what you are doing” (“I” messages).  
• Distract the bully with a joke or question or suggest everyone shares a game/activity and redirect their 
attention.  
 

It is important to also talk with your child about their own personal safety and signs of escalating risk (angry 
voices, someone crying, invading personal space, threats, intimidation, pushing). Emphasise that if they see 
someone being hurt physically, or there are signs the interaction might escalate into violence, they should not 
confront the bully. They should seek help immediately. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

NOTICES 
 

 
The Smile Squad free school dental program from Bendigo Health is coming to our school. 

 Smile Squad is the Victorian Government’s free school dental program. 
This means all students can receive a free dental check-up, preventive services, and treatment at school. 

  
How to access free dental care: 

We need your consent before we can provide services. Consent is usually provided by a parent or guardian. 
Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic 

  
OR use the QR code below: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paper copies of the consent form are also available. Please contact the school office if you would like one. 
  

The electronic consent form can be translated into more than 100 languages, and the paper form is currently available 
in 13 languages. 

  
Smile Squad oral health packs 

All children deserve a healthy smile, and the Smile Squad free school dental program is working hard to help make this 
happen. Your child(ren) will soon receive a free oral health pack to bring home. The pack contains a toothbrush, full-

sized toothpaste, and an oral health brochure. 
 Please take a moment to read the brochure—it is full of useful tips to help your family eat well, drink well, and clean well 

for life. 
  

Standard strength toothpaste 
Smile Squad provides standard-strength fluoride toothpaste, which is generally recommended for ages six and over 

unless advised otherwise by a dental or trained health professional. 
  

If your child is under six, please speak with a dental or trained health professional to determine whether this toothpaste 
is suitable. Alternatively, you may choose to put the toothpaste aside until they turn six or give it to another family 

member. 
  

Do I need to attend my child’s appointment? 
No, you do not need to attend your child’s appointment. You are welcome to attend if you wish, and you can choose to 

take your child to a community dental clinic if that suits your family better. 
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Subway Lunches 
 
Thank you to Subway in Epsom for the delicious food they have been supplying us. Our subway 
lunches have been very popular on Fridays so we would like to offer a second day to order 
subway lunches. 
 
You can now order subway lunches on Mondays & Fridays. 
 

   Order by: 7am, on the day 

   Register here: app.canteenhub.com.au/register-customer 

   Need to cancel? No worries! Just head to your profile on canteenhub.com.au before the cut-off 

time. 

      VPN Users: Set it to Australia for a smooth experience! 

  Need help? Email our monitored customer service desk help@canteenhub.com 
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