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White Hills Primary School 1916 1

white.hills.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Term 3 Week 1 - 16t July 2026 Newsletter

Dear White Hills Parents and Carers,

Welcome back, everyone, to the new term! We hope all
of our families had a restful and enjoyable break. We
look forward to continuing our positive and productive
partnerships as we work together to support your
children's learning and growth throughout the term.

Upcoming Industrial Action

Thursday 23rd July

We wish to inform our school community that further
industrial action is being taken this term. Next Thursday,
a strike has been planned and as a result, there may be
some disruption to normal school operations on this
day. Staff have until 8am on Tuesday 21st July to inform
the school of their intentions to strike.

We will communicate any specific impacts to families as
soon as possible following this time. We appreciate your
understanding.

Upcoming events:
o House reward (Raglan House) - out of uniform

day Friday 17th July

« Division Football (Years 5/6) - Tuesday 21st
July

« Division Netball (Years 5/6) - Wednesday 29th
July

o Alpha Show: Rapunzel - Tuesday 4th August
e Girls in STEM (Day 2) - Tuesday 4th August

03 5443 0799.,\

Respect Responsibility

Resilience Aspire

7th August

e Principals Day - Friday

Term 3 Curriculum Day - Forward Planning

Calendar of Events

Term 3 | 13th July — 18th September 2026

Term 4 | 5t October — 18th December 2026

Fri 17th July Raglan House out of
Uniform Day

Tues 21st July Division Football

Wed 29th July Division Netball

Tues 4" August Getting ready for school night
(Prep) 6pm — 7pm

Tues 4t August Alpha Show: Rapunzel

Tues 4t August Girls in STEM (Day 2)

Book Week Parade
Curriculum Day

Fri 28t August
Fri 4t September

Friday, 4th September, will be a Curriculum Day for all
staff, so students are not required to attend school on
this day. The professional learning sessions will focus
on further developing our school values and vision.
Please note that OSHClub will operate as usual on this
day.



mailto:white.hills.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Term 2 House Reward: Friday the 17th July
(Raglan)

Congratulations to Raglan for winning the term house
reward. Tomorrow will be an out of uniform day for
students in Raglan House only. They will also have
an afternoon tea of fruit and a snack together before
recess.

Bookweek 2026 is almost here!!!

Get ready to celebrate the magic of reading during
Book Week 2026! As part of our celebrations, the
Blurbs will be performing at school on Thursday, 27
August.

Families are also warmly invited to our Book Week
Dress-Up Parade on Friday, 28 August, beginning at
9:10 am. Students are encouraged to come dressed as
their favourite book character and join in the fun as we
celebrate the joy of books and reading together.

We can't wait to see everyone's amazing costumes
and enjoy another memorable Book Week!

2026 CHILDREN'S BOOK WEEK
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22-28 August 2026
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THE CHILDREN'S
BOOK COUNCIL
OF AUSTRALIA




AusAlert - 27th July

We've been advised that a national test of AusAlert will
happen across Australia on Monday 27 July at 2 pm.

AusAlert is a new, national emergency warning system.
It sends warning messages to compatible mobile
devices during emergencies, to keep people informed
so they can act quickly. The Australian Government
plans to launch AusAlert in October 2026.

On Monday 27 July at 2 pm, all compatible mobile
devices will receive a Critical Alert. Compatible mobile
devices include phones, tablets, smart watches, safety
watches and some vehicle devices. These will vibrate
and make a loud, siren-like warning sound for about 10
seconds. This will happen even if they are on silent or
do not disturb. The message will clearly state that it is a
test. No action is required from the test.

To minimise disruption, student phones and smart
devices should always be switched off and stored
securely in lockers or bags during the school day.

Students who use their mobile phone as part of a
documented exception can continue to do so. If
appropriate, they can turn their phone off during the
test.

You may also wish to let your child know that if they
see or hear the alert, school staff will support them.
You can learn more at AusAlert: children and teens.
Information is also available in other languages.

Safe phones
AusAlert may increase risk for people experiencing
violence, especially if they live with someone who uses
violence. Alerts may expose safety devices.
If you or someone you know has a hidden device, the
best way to stay safe during the test is to:
« turn off your mobile device or put it
in aeroplane mode
« keep your device off or in aeroplane mode
for 24 hours.
Silent mode and do not disturb will not stop the alert.
For more information, please refer to the Staying safe
with AusAlert page.

Book Club

Issue 5 of Book Club has arrived! Look out for your
copy in your child's schoolbag! It's packed with
hundreds of books from just $3 to help you on your
child's reading journey. Orders for this issue will
close on 30th of July.

Please view the latest catalogue here:
https://scholastic.com.au/media/15428/bc_5-

26_issuu.pdf

To order the books online and pay with your credit card
via the LOOP facility visit
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.as
px

The LOORP facility eliminates the need to put your
credit card number on the order form and/or hand over
cash. For paper copy book orders remember to please
include your child’s name, room number and/or teacher
on the top of the form and return to the office with
correct payment by due date.
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PREP 100 DAYS
OF SCHoOL

CELEBRATION

TUESDAY JULY 28TH

DEAR PREP FAMILIES,
oW TUESDAY, 218TH JULY, WE'LL BE CELEBRATING 100
DAYS OF SCHOOL.

THAT'S 100 DAYS OF LEARNING, GROWING, MARKING
FRIENDS, AND HAVING FUN. WE ARE 50 PROUD OF
EVERYTHING OUR PREP STUDENTS HAVE ACHIEVED
AND CAN'T WAIT TO CELEBRATE BEING 100 DAYS
SMARTER!

TO ADD SOME FUN ON THE DAY, WE INVITE THE FREF
STUDENTS TO COME DRESSED AS 100-YEAR-OLDS! THINK
GREY HAIR, GLASSES, WALKING STICHS, CARDIGANS,
PEARLS, SUSPENDERS, SLIPPERS, OR ANY CREATIVE IDEAS
YOUR FAMILY CAN DREAM UP.

NEXT WEEHK, WE'LL ALS50 SEND HOME A FAFER BAG FOR
OUVR 100 THINGS CHALLENGE. PLEASE HELF YOUWR CHILD
FILL IT WiTH 100 SMALL ITEMS; SUEH AS BUTTONS,
PASTA, POM-POMS, LEGO BRICKS, LEAVES, STICRERS OR
COTTOW BALLS. COUNT THE ITEMS TOGETHER, POF THEM
IN THE BAG, AND DON'T FORGET TO WRITE YOUR CH/LD'S
MAME ON THE BAG BEFORE RETVRNING |T TO SCHOOL.

THANK YOU FOR HELPING US CELEBRATE THIS
EXCITING MILESTONE. WE CAN'T WAIT FOR A DAY
FULL OF LAUGHTER, LEARNING, AND CELEBRATING 100
DAYS SMARTER!

THE PREP TEAM
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White Hills Primary School Socials

Don't forget we share updates through the White Hills Primary School Facebook and Instagram Pages.
Look out for updates, activities, special events and celebrations.
You will know that you've landed on the right page when you see our beautiful school dog Rosie.

White Hills Primary
School

1 likes « 5 followers

Subway Lunches

Thank you to Subway in Epsom for the delicious food they have been supplying us. Our subway lunches have been
very popular on Fridays so we would like to offer a second day to order subway lunches.

You can now order subway lunches on Mondays & Fridays.

Order by: 7am, on the day

Register here: app.canteenhub.com.au/register-customer

Need to cancel? No worries! Just head to your profile on canteenhub.com.au before the cut-off time.
. VPN Users: Set it to Australia for a smooth experience!

? Need help? Email our monitored customer service desk help@canteenhub.com
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s of the Week Gee7 Term 3 Week 1

Junior School Awards
Prep M Grace For making wonderful progress in writing and always giving
her best effort
Prep C Oliver For showing all of our school values both in the room and
the yard.
Prep V Hpoun For being a responsible and reliable member of Prep V.
Prep H Alfie For trying his best when sounding out words.
1F Jax For displaying resilience and getting on with his tasks.
1AK Evie This week’s Star of the Week goes to our quiet achiever.
For working so hard to add more detail to your writing and
always giving everything a go.
1M Bailey For bouncing back and trying his best when things get tricky
in class.
2J Beau For working hard to show our school values in morning
literacy sessions. Your efforts are noticed and appreciated,
well done Beaul!
2B Koa For a positive start to Term 3. He is insightful and willingly
offers his thoughts and ideas during class discussions.
2TD Augustus For showing resilience this week when he misplaced his
soccer ball.
2K Reef For aspiring to do his best in writing and creating a brilliant
NAIDOC Week piece.
2F Seth For working hard on making positive choices and aspiring
to be his best self in the classroom and the playground.
Specialist Awards
Sports — Oscar 2TD For his excellent approach to his learning in PE. He always
Mr. Scoble tries his best in each session.
Sports — Mr | Summer Prep | For her amazing efforts in PE. Summer always comes with
Weymouth \ a smile and tries her best in every session.
STEM - Mrs | Maddie Prep V | For amazing focus and excellent effort when sorting
Treloar algorithms in STEM this week.
STEM - Mrs Ava 6PB For always offering to help during STEM lessons and
Cosgriff keeping our room tidy and organised.
Art - Mrs Estelle 1F For demonstrating wonderful creativity while creating a
White beautiful unicorn using rainbow colours and always
listening carefully, staying focused and showing excellent
learning skills throughout the lesson.
Art - Mrs Noah Prep H | For displaying kindness, staying focused and always being
Watchman ready to learn in Art.
Music - Ms Tyler 4AHW For exceptional listening and following instructions in
Soko music.




Chinese - Jack 1AK For being a great listener during Chinese lesson this week,
Ms Xie and trying your best in finishing your book cover design with
a lot of details and colouring. Well done Jack!
Senior School Awards
30 Mia For always putting in her best effort with all tasks and never giving
up!
3H Ivy For showing kindness to all her peers and demonstrating
responsibility in the classroom by helping whenever possible.
Well done!
3R Matilda For being a role model to her peers and settling into Term 3
superbly. Keep aspiring to do your best!
3C Carel For being resilient when starting at a new school and trying new
things with a big smile and positive attitude. Keep up the great
attitude Carel!
4G Brayden | For displaying great resilience and challenging himself in the
classroom.
4JG Florencia | For displaying respect and responsibility for our school by picking
up rubbish everyday
4HW Rueben | For trying really hard to make good choices and avoid distractions
in the room to complete his work.
4LM Molly For doing her best during all tasks and showing resilience
throughout all challenges
5B Jankins | For being resilient in the classroom by always staying positive and
continuing to try, even when tasks are difficult.
5TS Ayeasha | For being resilient when faced with challenges in the yard.
5F Scarlett V| For being more organised with her belongings.
5L Archer C | For always boosting class morale and being a positive member of
our grade, well done!
6B Harry B For the resilience he is showing with his learning to make the most
of his time. Great work Harry.
6D Iskandar | For extending himself with his learning and pushing himself when
presented with a challenge.
6K Bella For showing resilience in sport by having a go even after facing
challenges.
6PB Adrian For always having a go at every learning task and for consistently

completing his work with a positive attitude.

We invite our families to assembly this Friday to celebrate the
achievements of these amazing students!




SMILE

SQUAD

The Smile Squad free school dental program from Bendigo Health is coming to our school.
Smile Squad is the Victorian Government's free school dental program.
This means all students can receive a free dental check-up, preventive services, and treatment at school.

How to access free dental care:
We need your consent before we can provide services. Consent is usually provided by a parent or guardian.
Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic

OR use the QR code below:

Paper copies of the consent form are also available. Please contact the school office if you would like one.

The electronic consent form can be translated into more than 100 languages, and the paper form is currently available

in 13 languages.

Smile Squad oral health packs

All children deserve a healthy smile, and the Smile Squad free school dental program is working hard to help make this
happen. Your child(ren) will soon receive a free oral health pack to bring home. The pack contains a toothbrush, full-

sized toothpaste, and an oral health brochure.

Please take a moment to read the brochure—it is full of useful tips to help your family eat well, drink well, and clean well

for life.

Standard strength toothpaste

Smile Squad provides standard-strength fluoride toothpaste, which is generally recommended for ages six and over

unless advised otherwise by a dental or trained health professional.

If your child is under six, please speak with a dental or trained health professional to determine whether this toothpaste

is suitable. Alternatively, you may choose to put the toothpaste aside until they turn six or give it to another family

member.

Do | need to attend my child’s appointment?

No, you do not need to attend your child’s appointment. You are welcome to attend if you wish, and you can choose to

take your child to a community dental clinic if that suits your family better.
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Wellbeing @ White Hills PS

Catholic Care are excited to share their free Term 3 parenting programs,
designed to strengthen family relationships and empower parents and carers
with practical tools, to better understand and support your children.

Please note: multi-session programs are available exclusively to residents of
the Loddon Mallee region.

Multi-Session Programs

Tuning in to Kids | 6 Sessions, Tuesdays

Helping parents and carers build their skills to help their children
develop emotional intelligence and recognise their emotions using
‘emotion coaching’

For parents and carers with children aged 2 - 12.

FREE | Thursdays 30 July - 3 September | 10.00am - 12.00pm
Online

Parenting after Family Violence: Bringing Up Great
Kids | 6 Sessions, Tuesdays

Bringing Up Great Kids : Parenting after family violence supports you
to reconnect with your strengths, rebuild trust with your children and
reclaim belief in your parenting after experiencing family violence.

You will be given access to knowledge about development, connection
with others and an opportunity to reflect on your communication with
your children.This program is delivered fdr survivors of family violence
in a safe, respectful and reflective space.

FREE | Tuesdays 28 July - 1 September | 10.30am - 12.30pm
In Person | 176-178 McCrae St, Bendigo

Building Resilience in Kids

Resilience is not just about managing stresses, but also developing skills
for dealing with challenges and becoming independent

FREE | Wednesday, 19 August | 7.30pm - 9pm
Online




Knowing Your Teen

Explore strategies that focus on the strengths and challenges of teenage
development and build a positive relationship with them. Parenting
teenagers can be challenging. It requires creativity, determination, and
patience, It is a tough phase for everybody and you are not alone.

Join other parents and carers in this workshop that will provide
information, improve understanding, and explore strategies that focus
on the strengths and challenges of this stage of development.

This free workshop looks at the latest research around teenage brain
development, as well as discussing peer relationships and tips for
building and maintaining a positive relationship with your teenager

FREE | Wednesday 16 September | 1.30pm - 3pm
Bendigo Library, 259 Hargreaves St, Bendigo
www.negrl.vic.gov.au/events/

Bookings are essential for all programs and workshops, and places are
limited, so be sure to secure your spot early!

Registrations are essenti al for all of
are | imited.
Regi swew. catholiccarevic.org.au/ wor ks h¢

Pl ease cal l them if y ou have
bendi go. reception@catholiccarevi
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Are you involved in supporting junior sport in
Greater Bendigo?

Have you ever wished you had a few more strategies up your
sleeve to help you connect with and support every child?

This workshop will help you understand autism, ADHD and
other neurodivergent experiences, and give you practical strategies
to create a more inclusive, welcoming environment for
all children in your club.

2-4.30PM ON SUNDAY 2"° AUGUST
ONLINE AND IN-PERSON OPTIONS

Scan the QR code to register for the workshop or

visit: https://www.trybooking.com/DKRWV

Contact Jo at Sports Focus for further information
on 5442 3101 or joc@sportsfocus.com.au
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Running for over 3 decade
the program now delivers '
1,30ng of free fruit to
Bendigo school children
every week.
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Made possible thanks to McKern Foundation and our supporting partners
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Want to support the program? Contact us to sponsor and provide more fruit to your school.




