
 

 

 
 

Term 1 Week 7 March 13th 2025 Newsletter 

 

News from the School Leaders 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
Thank you to all the families for supporting our Twilight Picnic yesterday. It was great to see the White 
Hills PS community coming together. Thank you to all the parents, students and staff who attended to 
make this a truly enjoyable evening. Our band did a fantastic rendition of Nirvana’s ‘Smells like Teen 
Spirit’ and ‘That’s so True’ by Gracie Abrams. 
 
It was great to see so many families taking the opportunity to complete a parent survey to help us 
collect feedback about our school for our school review.  For those families who didn’t attend but would 
like the opportunity to give some feedback about our school, please use this link (Parent Survey for 
School review). 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSed7dmt3Xgs1dt9IyXo30i84byrW-EfJbDGCJupRvpQ8uRhBA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSed7dmt3Xgs1dt9IyXo30i84byrW-EfJbDGCJupRvpQ8uRhBA/viewform
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Swimming Years 3-6 
Our Swimming program for years 3-6 begins next Monday, 17th of March. All years 3 to 6 students are 
encouraged to participate in the swimming program. The year 3 students are covered by a 
Government Grant so there will be no charge for them. The cost of $58 will be placed on all years 4, 5 
& 6’s Students. Payments for this can include the School Savings Bonus or CSEF, for eligible 
families.   
 
A reminder to ensure that your child has everything packed in their swimming bag that they will need 
for swimming and that all items are named. 
 
The Swimming schedule each day will be as follows: 
6B & 4CL: Leaving at 9.10am and returning at 10.40am 
6K & 4G: Leaving at 9.50am and returning at 11.20am 
6F & 4O: Leaving at 10.30am and returning at 12pm 
5B & 4HW: Leaving at 11.10am and returning at 12.40pm 
3V & 5W: Leaving at 11.50am and returning at 1.20pm 
3R & 5BP: Leaving at 12.30pm and returning at 2:00pm 
3L & 5D: Leaving at 1.10pm and returning at 2.40pm 
3C: Leaving at 1.50pm and returning at 3:00pm. 
 
Active Maps - Breakfast Launch 27th March 
Our partnership with Bendigo Health Services is continuing this year. In 2024, our student leaders 
worked on developing an ‘Active Travel Map’ which highlights safe pathways to school. This is 
promoting active travel to school. Our ‘Active Map’ has been sent to Bendigo Council for approval, and 
we are excited to announce that we are ready to launch this map to the community.  
 
On Thursday the 27th of March, we will launch the ‘Active Travel Map’ to the community at a Before 
School Breakfast. From 8.30am, Bendigo Health will be providing a healthy breakfast for any students 
and families. Come along and enjoy the launching of our new school map. 
 
School Council Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General meeting and March meeting will be held on 24th March at 6.30pm. At this meeting, 
the 2024 Annual Report to the school community will be presented. This is a summary report for last 
year and covers literacy, maths and aspects of wellbeing and engagement. This is an open meeting; 



 

 

meaning any members of the school community can attend.  Once endorsed by Council, the Annual 
Report will be uploaded to the school website, but parents are welcome to pick up a hard copy from 
the office following this meeting.  
 

 Monday 17 - Sunday 23 March 2025 
Harmony Week is the celebration that recognises our diversity and brings together Australians from 
different backgrounds. It’s about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging. The message of 
Harmony Week is everyone belongs. While Harmony Week celebrates Australia’s rich cultural 
diversity, it is also important to focus on the urgency of combating racism wherever and whenever it 
arises as part of The International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination on Friday 21st 
March.  
 
Even though at White Hills PS we celebrate cultural diversity and inclusion every day,  we plan on 
celebrating with a Harmony Day next Friday, 21st March.  We ask that students wear a ‘splash’ of 
orange on the Friday to celebrate the diversity within our White Hills PS community. This is not 
an out of uniform day, but can include items such as orange hair accessories, orange socks, orange 
wristbands etc.  
 
We encourage you to have these important 
conversations with your children about what it means 
to be culturally respectful and inclusive. If you would 
like to access further information, please visit 
www.harmony.gov.au 
 
End of Term Dismissal 
Students will be dismissed at 2.30pm on Friday, 4th 
April. We will have recess from 2:00 until 2.30pm, 
but due to Department of Education regulations, we 
are unable to dismiss students until 2.30pm. Parents 
may collect children earlier if they wish.  Please 
make sure you sign out your child/children before 
taking them home if you leave early. 
 

Regards Bec & Kim 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 
                              

                                    
                       

                             
       

                     



 

 

 

 

 
  

 
                  

        

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Attendance 
We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education begin 
with students coming to school each day. If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning 
the fundamental skills that will set them up for success in the later years of school. There is no safe 
number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind and can affect their 
educational outcomes. Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in 
numeracy, writing and reading. 
 
Supervision Responsibilities Before and After School 
At White Hills Primary School, the school grounds are 
supervised by staff from 8.40am before school and until 
3.40pm after school. There may be staff in attendance at the 
school before and after those times, but those staff may be 
involved in tasks such as meetings or lesson preparation. 
This means that these staff members will not be supervising 
students. I know that a number of parents accompany their 
children to school and wait to see that they are settled. This 
practice is encouraged, as parents are supervising their own 
children.  
 
Formal before and after school care is available within the 
school grounds and is operated by OSHClub. Please see the 
office if you would like more information on OSHClub. 
 
 
 
 

Calendar of Events Term 1 2025 
Wednesday 29th Jan – Friday 4th April 
 
Term 1 

17thMar - Years 3 - 6 Swimming Program (all week) 
1st April – Whole School Cross Country 
3rd April - Grade 5 Excursion - Sovereign Hill 
3rd April – Grade 6 Excursion – Soldiers Memorial 
4th Apr - Last Day Term Early Finish 2.30pm 
School Holidays 5th April – 21st April 
 
Term 2 
22nd April Term 2 Starts 
 
23rd April Whole School Athletics at Flora Hill Athletics 
Track  
6th May – Mothers & Special Persons Breakfast  
7th-9th May- Grade 6 Camp- Burnside Anglesea 
16th May – Division Cross Country  
30th May – Division Hockey – Ironbark Hockey Centre  
  

Wellbeing 
 

The Wellbeing Team is seeking volunteers to support our 
Breakfast Club program, currently running on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 8:30am – 9:00am. With 
your help, we aim to expand this program to provide 
breakfast to students every weekday. If you're interested 
in joining our team, please reach out to Ricky at 03 5443 
0799 for more information. Your contribution can make a 
meaningful difference in the lives of our students.   
Regards Ricky & Brioney              
 

                                  
                                                                                   
                                                                   

 
 

 

 



 

 

Want to be a part of White Hills Primary School history?!? 
Mr Marsh is wanting to create a large banner to have as the backdrop for all the WHPS band 
performances (approx 2x3m), and he needs YOUR HELP! If you think you've got good hand drawing 
skills, or you are clever with computer graphics, or perhaps you're a future designer - then this is the 
perfect opportunity to showcase your skills. 
 The banner design must contain the following: 

1. The school logo 
2. The band name "White Hills Primary School Rock Band" 
3. The school colours (blue, light blue and white) 
4. This quote from Beethoven "Music can change the world" 

All entries are to be handed in to the office before the END of TERM ONE - Friday, April 4th. 
The leadership team, along with Mr Marsh, will decide the winner who will receive a special prize and 

their name on the banner. Parents are MOST welcome to help their children.        

  
Staff Car Park Safety 
Our staff carpark is a designated space for staff only. We have noticed that this is frequently used 
throughout the day by parents and carers. Please refrain from using this car park as it is a high-risk 
area and students are not permitted in this area. To ensure that we maintain the safety of our students, 
please use the parking spaces provided, outside the school. 
 
 
School Council Elections 
What is a school council and what does it do? 
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that are given 
powers to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school 
council can directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students. 
For 2025, school council elections must be completed by March 21st. Election forms are now available 
from our school office. 
This year we have the following members due to end their term: 
 

Parent Members DET Members Community Members 

David Treloar Eddy Dickins  Corey Ah-Dore 

Justin Thacker Lauren Ray   

Simon Dean     

Caroline Robinson     

 
 
Raising Digital Kids –  
Simple Online Safety Tips and Advice For Parents  
We know how busy family life can be, so we’re making online safety simple and actionable for you!  
This year we are partnering with the Cyber Safety Project to access their popular Tech Safe Parents - 
2025 Webinar Series. Across the year, you’ll have exclusive access to 5 webinars offering practical 
tips and guidance about online safety, cyberbullying, social media, AI and gaming. 
The first Webinar,  Online Safety Essentials: Keeping Your Kids Safe in the Digital World is on 
Tuesday the 18th of March. 

https://cybersafetyproject.com/
https://cybersafetyproject.com/parents2025/
https://cybersafetyproject.com/parents2025/


 

 

 
What are our kids getting up to online when we aren’t around?  
Our webinar will teach you how to manage simple parental controls to secure 
devices and apps, establish safe browsing habits for your family and 
implement essential safeguards against online threats. We’ll guide you step-
by-step, offering practical, easy tips you can use right away. Don’t miss this 
chance to learn, ask questions, and feel confident about your child’s online 
safety. 
 
 

Can’t make it live? No problem! Recordings will be available to watch at a time that fits your schedule. 
Join the sessions that matter most to your family—simply register for each webinar at: 
https://cybersafetyproject.com/parents2025/ 
 

Please feel free to drop in or contact the admin team if you need any help. 
 
Regards Sabina, Danni, Fleur and Alannah 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://cybersafetyproject.com/parents2025/


 

 

Students of the week - Term 1 Week 7 – ASSEMBLY 
Please come along to our assembly this Friday to celebrate the achievements of these amazing 

students! 
 

 

Senior School Awards 

3R Nevaeh S For approaching all tasks with confidence and always being respectful to others. 

3V Zelda C For consistently displaying our school values and being an excellent role model in 3V. 

3C Sam L For following instructions and working hard during reading. Well done Sam! 

3L Reilly D For being a terrific classroom helper and always bringing a positive attitude to 3L! 

4O Jovi For always being respectful to others and approaching all tasks with a positive 
attitude! 

4HW Georgia Georgia always gives her best effort with a positive attitude. Her hard work and 
kindness make her a valued class member. Well done! 

4CL Imogen For her fantastic effort in coming to school every day and being ready to learn. 

4G Nevaeh For displaying all the school values and being inclusive with all students. 

5D Abigayle For always joining in, showing interest and giving her best effort. 

5PB Aiden For showing persistence and determination during NAPLAN. Well done Aiden! 

5W Darcie B For the level of respect and understanding when discussing different cultures 
and beliefs. 

5B Htoo Gay For being a bubbly and friendly peer and working hard during Naplan. Scarlett 
is an outstanding student who aspires everyday! She is always focused and 
respectful. Great work! 

Junior School Awards 
Prep M Reece For his kindness to his classmates and dedication to sounding out new words! 

Prep C Jack For always aspiring to do his best and showing great enthusiasm for learning. 

Prep D Evie B For happily engaging in all tasks and listening very well. 

Prep H Violet S For always aspiring to do her best learning! 

1F Lewis T For wonderful writing and focusing on being his best in class. 

1G Kacee Y For being a superstar learner all week and being a great friend. 

1AK Calais L For being her best by coming into our room with confidence and for being a 
fabulous classroom helper to her teachers and her classmates. 

1M Paige C For consistently showing respect by listening to and following all instructions in 
the classroom. 

1A Scarlett K Scarlett is an outstanding student who aspires everyday! She is always 
focused and respectful. Great work! 

2F Arlo For working hard in all areas and sharing his great thinking in maths. 

2E Daisy For striving to do her best writing when using punctuation in sentences.  

2TD Amity Mc For listening carefully and contributing in class. 

2K Aubrey For always listening to others when they’re talking. 



 

 

6B Logan M For his outstanding work in the classroom. Kicking goals with every kick. 

6K Heidi S 
 

For consistently speaking politely and demonstrating great manners in every 
situation! 

6F Willow P For consistently working hard in class and being a friendly and helpful team 
member. 

 

Specialists 

Art  
Mrs Watchman 

Livvy 4CL For creating a realistic drawing of Monet’s Garden.  

Art  
Mrs White 

Nevaeh 3R Nevaeh experimented with oil pastels, skilfully layering and smudging colours to 
bring her creative art piece to life. 

Music  
Mr Marsh 

The WHPS 
Rock Band 

For their amazing performances at the Family Picnic night - WOW! To be able 
to do that with only 3 weeks of practise, it shows real talent, dedication, 
commitment and resilience - you are all amazing. 

STEM 
Mrs Treloar 

Liam H 2TD For his great effort at following the design engineering process to plan and 
make a working instrument. 

STEM 
Mrs Hauxwell 

Blair & 
Larnaymoo 

(Prep C) 

For making some awesome paper sculptures using their folding, cutting and 
glueing skills. 

Chinese 
Qiang Fu 

Larrah D 6F For encouraging her to actively participate in teaching and learning activities, 
and try her best to make Chinese sentences and speak them out. 

 
Student of the Week Photo 

 
Well Done to all our Students! 



 

 

 



 

 

From our community 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 


