
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

White Hills Primary School No 1916 
Week 5 Term 1 Wednesday 1 March 2023  

P 5443 0799 

white.hills.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
  

    Purpose 
At White Hills Primary School, we provide students with skills to be 

lifelong learners.  We are a community which caters for academic, 

physical, social and emotional needs, preparing our students to 

contribute productively to an increasingly globalised world. 

Calendar of Events 
Term 1 2023: Monday 30 January – Thursday 6 April 

    

Week 5 

Friday 3 March  School Council Nominations close 

 

Week 6 

Monday 6 March  Prep Parent Helper Info Sessions 9am & 4pm 

 

Week 7 

Monday 13 March  Public Holiday 

Wed 15 Mar – Fri 17 Mar NAPLAN Grades 3 & 5 

Thursday 16 March  Prep Parent Helper Info Sessions 9am & 4pm 

 

Week 8 

Mon 20 Mar – Fri 24 Mar NAPLAN Grade 3 & 5 

Monday 20 March  Grade 6 War Museum Visit 

Monday 20 March  School Council Meeting 6:30pm 

Wednesday 22 March Fathering Project - Outdoor Games & BBQ 

Gardens of the Future 5:30-7:00pm 

Thursday 23 March  Colour Run 2:30pm 

 

Week 9 

Mon 27 Mar to Fri 31 Mar Grades 3 – 6 Swimming 

Friday 31 March  Ride/Scoot to school 

 

Week 10 

Mon 3 Apr – Tue 4 Apr Grade 3 Camp – Creswick 

Wednesday 5 April  School Athletics 

Thursday 6 April  Last Day Term 1 – 2.30pm dismissal 

Friday 7 April  Good Friday Holiday 
 

 

Principal’s News 
 

 

Hi everyone,  
 

Lunch Orders 

Unfortunately, there were errors from Peppergreen Farm 

catering last Friday and many lunch orders were incorrect. 

They apologise for this occurrence and hope that it will not 

take place again. They thank the school community for their 

patience and understanding. 

 

Ride/Scoot to school with some teachers! 

Last Friday, there were approximately 17 students, and a few 

parents join the 5 staff members who rode to school. It was so 

great to see more students join in with this activity and we are 

aiming for more than 20 at our next planned ride on Friday, 

31st March. 

 

The Fathering Project 

Yesterday notes were sent home about the upcoming Outdoor 

Games & BBQ activity we hope to conduct in the Gardens 

for the Future on Wednesday 22nd March from 5:30-7:00pm 

There will be a gold coin donation to participate to help 

subsidise the sausage sizzle, drinks and prizes. If you are 

intending to participate, please complete the form and return 

it to me by Friday, 17th March. 

 

 

Start Up Day Feedback 

Of the 49 parents who completed the ‘Start Up Day’ Interview 

survey, 29 also left a comment to assist us to improve the 

process. Thanks to those who provided feedback to support us 

to improve this activity in the future. In summary: 

• 14 families felt the interviews needed to be a bit longer 

(general consensus was 15 minutes would have been 

better than the allocated 10 minutes) 

• 3 families would have liked to meet both teachers in a 

shared classroom situation 

• 14 commented positively about the opportunity and 

experience (various reasons including reducing anxiety 

about starting and meeting the teacher, the chance to 

express concerns, drop books off, to name a few common 

themes) 

• Some good suggestions we received: classroom specific 

information and parents hear about teacher 

strengths/passions 

• Two comments about the booking process: request that 

the booking process be left open all holidays and a 

reminder in January about the booking time. Bookings 

had to close to enable us to send notes to families before 

the end of the year. Families also received an email with 

their booking time. 

• We had a comment about wanting to know what would be 

discussed at the interview. Discussion topics were actually 

included on the booking note that went home and in the 

online platform.  

 

 The Fathering Project 

For new families to our school, the Fathering Project is an 

evidence-based organisation that aims to promote positive 

fathering behaviours and fathers’ engagement with their infants, 

preschool, primary school and adolescent-aged children. They 

recognise that fathers, and father figures, play a vital role in 

children’s lives. The evidence demonstrating fathers’ potential to 

positively influence their children’s health and mental health, 

social success and academic achievements is now robust, 

indisputable, and compelling. 

I have met with our project’s coordinating dads to plan some 

activities for the year. 

Term 1: Outdoor Games & BBQ-gold coin donation (dads/father 

figures and their kids)-Wednesday, 22nd March from 5:30-7:00pm 

(note to come home for families to return) 

Term 2: Airplane making and flying 

Term 3: Maths card games and bingo 

Term 4: Camp Out on the oval 

Term 4: Car Show 

We are also in search of some more dads/father figures to assist us 

to organise and conduct the activities (coordinators). If you are 

interested in this, please email me at 

Andrew.schaeche@education.vic.gov.au or ring on 54430799. 

mailto:white.hills.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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The Fathering Project  

How have the kids been since returning to school? We know the back-to-school routine can be tiring, no matter their age.  

It often takes a few weeks for them to settle back into a routine, and during this time they may be irritable, there might be some 

tears, mood swings or tantrums.  

For these few weeks you may need to adjust your expectations, and work with them to settle back in.  

Top Tips 

1. Create a calm and relaxing space for them to chill out when they return home from school. 

2. Sleep, sleep, sleep. It's very important, make sure they are getting ample sleep. You might need to adjust their bedtime to a little 

earlier than normal. 

3. Show them unconditional love. Even when they are testing your patience. "I know it's been a very long day. I love you. Let's 

take a breath and start over."  

Dad joke of the week 

"When I get into work I immediately hide...Good employees are hard to find." 

 

 

 

REPEAT NOTICES 

 

Staff Car Park Rules 

It appears that we need to again remind families that the car park at the front of the school (Plumridge Street) is for staff only (and 

visitors-Department staff, instrumental teachers, delivery drivers etc.). This is not a parking area for parents to either drop off or 

pick up their children. With student movement through this area in the morning and after school we do not want cars moving in 

and out of this space at these critical times. Your support and willingness to follow these guidelines is greatly appreciated.  

 

School Council Elections 

Each year, approximately half our school councillors finish their 2-year term of office. This provides continuity and the opportunity 

for gradual changeover of School Council representatives throughout the years. Retiring council members are eligible to renominate 

for an additional term of office. This year there will be THREE parent and TWO DET employee (Department of Education and 

Training) vacancies. 

Retiring Councillors are:  

Parent Members  

David Treloar, Justin Thacker and Simon Dean 

DET Members  

Lauren Ray and Carly Van Den Heuvel 

 I would like to express our gratitude and thanks to the above listed School Council members for their valuable contributions to our 

school. Their work and commitment are greatly appreciated. 
 

In line with the Department’s scheduling of School Council elections, nominations are called from, Friday, 17th February 2023. 

Nominations will close at 4.00pm on Friday 3rd March 2023. 

Nomination forms are prepared and available at the school office. Please contact Andrew Schaeche on 54430799 or 

Andrew.schaeche@education.vic.gov.au for further information or nomination forms. 

All information regarding the School Council Election process is displayed on the notice board in the office foyer or click on the 

following link: 

https://www.whitehillsps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/school_council_electionsinformation_for_parents.pdf 

This is located on the school website under school information-school council. 

 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner 

Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum 

seeker and refugee families. 

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made direct to the school to use towards 

expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year, unless there has 

been a change in your family circumstances. 

If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 54430799 and ask for an application form.  

You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the Department of Education and Training’s 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page. 

Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office by the end of the Term 2 

please. 
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Saver Plus 

Saver Plus is a free financial education program where participants can plan ahead for study costs 

and get up to $500 for education expenses after 10 months. If you have a Health Care Card and 

are studying yourself or have a child studying you may be eligible to join the program. Email for 

more information.  EnquiriesSP@bsl.org.au.  

 

Every Day Counts 

You and your child are an important part of our school community. 

We are so excited to have your child in the classroom, where they can receive the support that they 

need to succeed and have a happy experience at school this year. 

Every day of attending school counts. Being at school supports your child’s learning, social and 

mental wellbeing. 

 

 

Please let us know if there’s anything further that we can do to support you here at WHPS. 

Andrew Schaeche,   
Principal 
  

Parents and Friends Group 

 
 

Welcome to our 2023 PFG Office Bearers: 
 

President:  Kim Newman, Vice President:  Cassie Rich,  
Secretary: Kim Dean, Assistant Secretary: Emily Unt Wan, Treasurer: Kylie Stanton. 

 
Upcoming Events: 

March 31st Open Air Cinema. 
Easter Raffle- Drawn on March 31st at Assembly. 

 
Next Meeting: 

Our next PFG meeting will be Tuesday 7th March at 11am. 
 

Stay Connected: 
To stay up to date with upcoming events and when we need helpers please join our facebook page 

White Hills Primary Parents and Friends Group. 
 

Thank you PFG 
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STUDENTS OF THE WEEK – Term 1, Week 4 Assembly (24 February 2023) – RESPECT 
 
 
 
 

 

CLASS NAME AWARDED FOR… CLASS NAME AWARDED FOR… 

PP Harlow D For showing respect to all her 
peers and teachers. Harlow is a 
great leader in our class! 

4HB Josh A For always being respectful to his 
teachers and class members. 

PE Levi T For demonstrating respect during 
‘table work’ time by listening and 
attempting all tasks. 

4O Muchovey T For always speaking respectfully in 
others and using his manners. 

PF Holly E For respecting others and assisting 
those in understanding and 
following our routines. Holly is a 
super kind friend! 

4C Violet E For explaining her ideas and 
respecting opinions during group 
activities. 

PD Annabelle 
H 

For consistently demonstrating 
respectful behaviour by raising her 
hand and waiting to be called upon 
to share. 

5R Xavier J For the respectful way he listens to 
the opinions of other during class 
discussions. 

1AK Ayah M For always being a respectful class 
member by always listening 
carefully and working quietly. 

5W Olivia R For respectfully working with her 
fellow classmates. 

1TD Zelda C For being respectful towards all 
members of the grade by listening 
carefully and putting her hand up 
to speak. 

5HB Kenzie J For showing respect to her peers and 
leadership in the classroom by 
cleaning up after school. 
 

1G Makai S For making great choices in the 
classroom and displaying respect to 
his teachers. 

5D Lila F For respecting her classmates by 
being kind and being supportive. 

1B Layton T For always showing respect in the 
classroom by raising his hand to 
share with the class. 

6R Noah K For always following instructions and 
speaking to everyone with kindness. 

2TW Makennon 
K 

For displaying our respect in every 
aspect of his school life at WHPS. 
Well done Mak! 

6B Rhys KW For respecting the needs of others 
and supporting them to make 
stronger choices. 

2P Madison 
W 

For quietly showing kindness and 
respect to everyone in 2P. 

6MW Avah S For always showing respect to 
teachers and peers during explicit 
teaching, especially when listening to 
others share their ideas. 

2M Maiya N For always showing respect to 
others when working with a variety 
of different students and teachers. 

6F Macey W For always greeting others in a 
friendly manner and treating people 
with respect in and out of the 
classroom. 

3M Daphne A For always being respectful in the 
classroom by raising her hand to 
speak or ask a question. 

STEM Award 
Mrs Treloar 

William A 3V For thinking like a scientist when 
making predictions and sharing his 
ideas with the class. 

3V Indi H & 
Marley H  

For being respectful students and 
having a fantastic start at WHPS. 

Chinese 
Award  

Ms Hung 

Nate V 5R For finishing all tasks very quickly 
and actively helping others to clean 
up tables. 

3C Billie L For working independently and 
always respecting the feelings of 
others. 

Art Award 
Mrs White 

Sierra W 6R 
Alex B 6MW 

 
Golden Art 

Award 

Working with great enthusiasm and 
being proud of their art piece ‘The 
Cupcake’. 
6MW for working as a team this 
week and showing great 
improvement. 

   Sports 
Award 

 Mr Scoble 

Edie Y 3C For showing great skill in her first 
attempt of the flop in high jump, 
respecting her fellow competitors. 



 

 

 
 

 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Music should be fun and engaging, and this is my approach to teaching it. I do not focus on making rockstars, I focus 
on the development of creativity, coordination, and the belief that through effort comes result.  
I do my very best to make students laugh and have fun, even while learning difficult and challenging pieces.  
I have written my own music books for students to learn from - one copy is supplied each year as part of the lesson 
fee. Additional copies are $50. 
  
PAYMENTS: 
Lessons are charged at $225 per term. This pricing covers the book, a pair of sticks and the guarantee of AT LEAST 
8 lessons per term.  
I will always aim for 10 lessons per term, but this gives flexibility for camps, public holidays and absent students.  
 
Please contact me if you have any questions. 
Looking forward to a great year ahead! 
 
Thanks again,  
Adam  
  
0409530880  
 
Check out my Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/adambourkedrumlessons/  
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