
 

 

 
 

Term 1 Week 10 – 2nd April 2026 Newsletter 
 

Dear White Hills Parents and Carers, 
 
Happy Easter Holidays 
 
It was great to see all the students in free dress 
today, donating a gold coin to show their support of 
our Royal Children's Hospital fundraising appeal. 
We are proud to share that we raised $582.70 to 
support the incredible work they do for children and 
families in need.  Thank you to our school 
community for your generosity and for helping make 
a positive difference. 
 
As we conclude our term we have had some 
wonderful highlights for the term: 

• Our new 82 Preps beginning with us this year 
and starting their learning journey 

• It was great to see families enjoying the 
games at the Twilight Picnic 

• Our Grade 3 and 5 students demonstrated Resilience and Aspired to do their best throughout all 
NAPLAN tests.   

• Our Energy Breakthrough team was selected and training commenced.  They had fantastic 
success at their first competition placing 1st and 4th. 

• Our students showed their support for our Grade 4 teacher Calum Gurd, raising money for the 
‘Love Your Sister’ Foundation. It was fantastic to see so many students running laps of the oval 
in support of cancer research. Thank you to every family and staff member who supported this 
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Calendar of Events 
Term 1 | 29th January – 2nd April 2026 

 
2nd April – Last Day Term 1 (2:30pm finish) 
 

Term 2 | 20th April – 26th June 2026 
 

20th April - Term 2 Starts 
21st April- Grade 5 Sovereign Hill Excursion 
22nd April – Whole School Athletics (Flora Hill Athletics) 
 
27th April to 1st May – Book Fair  
(8.30-9.00am & 3.30-4.00pm) 
 
6th May to 8th May – Grade 6 Camp Anglesea  
Tues 19th May – 2027 Foundation Parent information 
sessions 
20th May – Pupil free day 
8th June – Public Holiday (Kings Birthday) 
 

mailto:white.hills.ps@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

cause, raising approximately $3000! What an amazing and worthy cause. We wish Mr Gurd the 
best of luck in his massive effort of running from Adelaide to Melbourne.  

• Our annual Easter raffle which created lots of excitement at last week's assembly. We raised 
$3381.20 to put towards a project this year. 

 
We hope you enjoy your term break, have a relaxing and safe holiday period. We look forward to seeing 
all our students back for Term 2 which begins on Monday 20th April. 

Farewell to Mrs Baker 

This term, we say a heartfelt farewell to Mrs Baker, who is retiring after more than 40 
years of dedicated service. 

Throughout her time at our school, Mrs Baker has brought an incredible sense of fun, 
vibrancy and care to everything she does. Her positive energy and genuine 
commitment to students and colleagues have made a lasting impact on hundreds of 
young people and staff alike. While we will miss Mrs Baker’s presence in our 
classrooms and around the school, we are incredibly grateful for the contribution she 
has made over so many years. 

We wish Mrs Baker all the very best for a well-earned retirement, filled with happiness, relaxation and 
new adventures.  

This week, I retire from teaching with mixed emotions. When I began teaching at WHPS, there 
were just over 300 students. There was no BER building and no upgrades to the old building.  
Now the student numbers are double, and the building and grounds are amazing, with new 
projects in the pipeline.  As some of you may know, for the past 15 years, I have travelled from 
my home in Rye each week to teach here.  I chose to do this because of the school community, 
the students, teachers and parents. I have made lifelong relationships here and value the time I 
have had at such a wonderful school. 
Warmest regards, Sue Baker 

 
Fathering Project 
 
Our recent Fathering Project event was a fantastic evening filled with connection, creativity, and plenty 
of laughs. Dads/Special friends and their children came together to design and test their paper planes, 
with friendly competition sparking both moments of triumph and a fair bit of frustration along the way! It 
was wonderful to see everyone celebrating their efforts. We wrapped up the night by sharing some well-
earned pizza, giving a chance to relax and enjoy each other’s company. Thank you to everyone who 
attended and helped make it such a fun and memorable event, especially Ricky!!  
Keep an eye out next term for our next event. 

   



 

 

 Showcase of Learning 

It was wonderful to see so many parents, carers and special friends attending our Showcase of Learning 
on Tuesday morning. The event provided a fantastic opportunity for students to proudly share their work 
and demonstrate what they have been learning in class. Classrooms were buzzing with excitement as 
students guided their families through activities, explained their thinking, and engaged in a variety of fun 
and interactive games together. Moments like these highlight the strong partnership between home and 
school, and we thank everyone who joined us for making the morning such a success. 

      

 

       

 

        

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Whole School Cross Country 

 

 
 



 

 

                             
 

                
 

               
 

           
 

Congratulations to everyone for participating and to our winners above. 
 

 
 



 

 

A message from one of our Year 4 students 
 
Hi Everyone, 
 
My name is Alex. I have been working hard making bookmarks to sell at 
lunchtime to help raise money for a place called BARC (Bendigo Animal Relief 
Centre) BARC helps animals to find their forever home. I love lots of animals, 
but my favorites are Alpacas and cats. I think all animals should have a forever 
home and owners who love, care and protect them. 
 
I set up a table at lunch time on Wednesday this week and sold 37 bookmarks. 
On Thursday morning, I went around to each classroom to sell the remaining 
bookmarks I could and sold an additional 44. 
  
In total, I managed to sell 81 bookmarks which meant I was able to raise $81. 
  
Thank you to the students and teachers for their support. 
Alex (Year 4) 
 
Whole School Athletics - Term 2 
 
Our Whole School Athletics Day will be held on Wednesday 22nd April at the Flora Hill Athletics Track, 
and it promises to be an exciting event for all students. The day will provide a wonderful opportunity for 
everyone to participate in a range of track and field activities, demonstrate teamwork, and show great 
sportsmanship. We encourage all students to come prepared, give their best effort, and enjoy cheering 
on their peers. We invite parents, carers and special friends to come along to support the students in 
their events.  
 
Years 3-6 students will be competing in events throughout the day, and Prep - Year 2 will be participating 
in their activities from 10.30am - 12.30pm 
 
We look forward to a fun-filled day of energy, enthusiasm, and school spirit. 
  

Hats at school – Term 2 
 
Please note that hats are required to be worn at the commencement of term two. The Education 
Department have legislations in place regarding UV guidelines. We will notify all families when hats are 
no longer required to be worn. 
 
We would like to remind families about the importance of wearing a school hat during outdoor play. Our 
school follows a “No Hat, No Play” policy to help protect students from the sun. If a student does not 
have a hat at school, they will be asked to remain under the hat tree or in shaded areas during recess 
and lunch. Please ensure your child has a named hat each day so they can enjoy playing during breaks. 
 
Regards,  
 
Bec, Kim & Eddy.  



 

 

EAL ‘Melbourne Aquarium’ excursion 

On Thursday 26th of March, twenty-five Karen students 
went to Melbourne on the train from Bendigo. When we 
got there, we saw very big buildings. Then we walked to 
the Melbourne Aquarium. Our favourite things were the 
sharks and the penguins.  

Written by, 

Hser Htoo and Sun Ta 

 

     

 

   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Wellbeing @ White Hills PS 

 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB VOLUNTEERS WANTED 

 
We are fortunate enough at White Hills Primary School that we can run a Breakfast Club program 

every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday morning. 
If you have a Working with Children’s Check, and the capacity to volunteer either of these 

mornings in setting up and cooking toast, please let the office or a member of the Wellbeing team 
know.  

Thank you 😊  
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Mr Gurd’s fundraising run - Adelaide to Melbourne (Easter School Holidays) 

 

If you would like to show your support and donate, please use the below link: 
 

https://www.mycause.com.au/page/386089/calum-gurd 

---------------------------------------- 
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