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Term 1 Week 10 — 2nd April 2026 Newsletter

Dear White Hills Parents and Carers,

Happy Easter Holidays

It was great to see all the students in free dress
today, donating a gold coin to show their support of
our Royal Children's Hospital fundraising appeal.
We are proud to share that we raised $582.70 to
support the incredible work they do for children and
families in need. Thank you to our school
community for your generosity and for helping make
a positive difference.

As we conclude our term we have had some
wonderful highlights for the term:

Our new 82 Preps beginning with us this year
and starting their learning journey

It was great to see families enjoying the
games at the Twilight Picnic

Calendar of Events
Term 1| 29th January — 2nd April 2026

2nd April - Last Day Term 1 (2:30pm finish)

Term 2 | 20t April — 26t June 2026

20t April - Term 2 Starts
215t April- Grade 5 Sovereign Hill Excursion
227 April - Whole School Athletics (Flora Hill Athletics)

27" April to 1st May — Book Fair
(8.30-9.00am & 3.30-4.00pm)

6™ May to 8 May — Grade 6 Camp Anglesea

Tues 19 May — 2027 Foundation Parent information
sessions

20 May — Pupil free day

8 June — Public Holiday (Kings Birthday)

Our Grade 3 and 5 students demonstrated Resilience and Aspired to do their best throughout all

NAPLAN tests.

Our Energy Breakthrough team was selected and training commenced. They had fantastic
success at their first competition placing 1st and 4th.

Our students showed their support for our Grade 4 teacher Calum Gurd, raising money for the
‘Love Your Sister Foundation. It was fantastic to see so many students running laps of the oval
in support of cancer research. Thank you to every family and staff member who supported this
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cause, raising approximately $3000! What an amazing and worthy cause. We wish Mr Gurd the
best of luck in his massive effort of running from Adelaide to Melbourne.

« Our annual Easter raffle which created lots of excitement at last week's assembly. We raised
$3381.20 to put towards a project this year.

We hope you enjoy your term break, have a relaxing and safe holiday period. We look forward to seeing
all our students back for Term 2 which begins on Monday 20th April.

Farewell to Mrs Baker

This term, we say a heartfelt farewell to Mrs Baker, who is retiring after more than 40
years of dedicated service.

| Throughout her time at our school, Mrs Baker has brought an incredible sense of fun,
vibrancy and care to everything she does. Her positive energy and genuine
commitment to students and colleagues have made a lasting impact on hundreds of
! young people and staff alike. While we will miss Mrs Baker's presence in our
© classrooms and around the school, we are incredibly grateful for the contribution she
has made over so many years.

We wish Mrs Baker all the very best for a well-earned retirement, filled with happiness, relaxation and
new adventures.

This week, | retire from teaching with mixed emotions. When | began teaching at WHPS, there
were just over 300 students. There was no BER building and no upgrades to the old building.
Now the student numbers are double, and the building and grounds are amazing, with new
projects in the pipeline. As some of you may know, for the past 15 years, | have travelled from
my home in Rye each week to teach here. | chose to do this because of the school community,
the students, teachers and parents. | have made lifelong relationships here and value the time |
have had at such a wonderful school.

Warmest regards, Sue Baker

Fathering Project

Our recent Fathering Project event was a fantastic evening filled with connection, creativity, and plenty
of laughs. Dads/Special friends and their children came together to design and test their paper planes,
with friendly competition sparking both moments of triumph and a fair bit of frustration along the way! It
was wonderful to see everyone celebrating their efforts. We wrapped up the night by sharing some well-
earned pizza, giving a chance to relax and enjoy each other’s company. Thank you to everyone who
attended and helped make it such a fun and memorable event, especially Ricky!!

Keep an eye out next term for our next event.




Showcase of Learning

It was wonderful to see so many parents, carers and special friends attending our Showcase of Learning
on Tuesday morning. The event provided a fantastic opportunity for students to proudly share their work
and demonstrate what they have been learning in class. Classrooms were buzzing with excitement as
students guided their families through activities, explained their thinking, and engaged in a variety of fun
and interactive games together. Moments like these highlight the strong partnership between home and
school, and we thank everyone who joined us for making the morning such a success.




Whole School Cross Country
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Cross ntry Run

On Wednesday, the whole school participated in our annual Cross Country running
event. It was amazing to see so many students wearing their house colours
proudly and cheering on their teammates. The Preps started off the event running
their first ever Cross Country! It was great to see the smiles on their faces as they
took off across the oval, but even better to see the loud cheer they all got as they
came back into the school with all other students cheering them on as they
crossed the finish line.
After the Preps were finished, the rest of the school embarked on a longer run.
After training during PE lessons and with their classes over the last few weeks, it
was amazing to see so many students push themselves to try their best and to run
more than they walked.
Each student that participated earned points for their House Teams with extra
points available for the top finishes in each age group. Results for the day will be
announced next term at assembly. Congratulations to the ribbon winners for each
age group.
We also wanted to thank all staff and volunteers who helped on the day as these
events would not be able to be run without the help from everyeone.
Congratulations to everyone that participated in yet another successful Cross
Country event at White Hills Primary School.
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Congratulations to everyone for participating and to our winners above.
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A message from one of our Year 4 students
Hi Everyone,

My name is Alex. | have been working hard making bookmarks to sell at \ :
lunchtime to help raise money for a place called BARC (Bendigo Animal Relief
Centre) BARC helps animals to find their forever home. | love lots of animals,
but my favorites are Alpacas and cats. | think all animals should have a forever
home and owners who love, care and protect them.

| set up a table at lunch time on Wednesday this week and sold 37 bookmarks.
On Thursday morning, | went around to each classroom to sell the remaining
bookmarks | could and sold an additional 44.

In total, | managed to sell 81 bookmarks which meant | was able to raise $81.

Thank you to the students and teachers for their support.
Alex (Year 4)

Whole School Athletics - Term 2

Our Whole School Athletics Day will be held on Wednesday 22nd April at the Flora Hill Athletics Track,
and it promises to be an exciting event for all students. The day will provide a wonderful opportunity for
everyone to participate in a range of track and field activities, demonstrate teamwork, and show great
sportsmanship. We encourage all students to come prepared, give their best effort, and enjoy cheering
on their peers. We invite parents, carers and special friends to come along to support the students in
their events.

Years 3-6 students will be competing in events throughout the day, and Prep - Year 2 will be participating
in their activities from 10.30am - 12.30pm

We look forward to a fun-filled day of energy, enthusiasm, and school spirit.

Hats at school — Term 2

Please note that hats are required to be worn at the commencement of term two. The Education
Department have legislations in place regarding UV guidelines. We will notify all families when hats are
no longer required to be worn.

We would like to remind families about the importance of wearing a school hat during outdoor play. Our
school follows a “No Hat, No Play” policy to help protect students from the sun. If a student does not
have a hat at school, they will be asked to remain under the hat tree or in shaded areas during recess
and lunch. Please ensure your child has a named hat each day so they can enjoy playing during breaks.
Regards,

Bec, Kim & Eddy.




EAL ‘Melbourne Aquarium’ excursion

On Thursday 26th of March, twenty-five Karen students
went to Melbourne on the train from Bendigo. When we

got there, we saw very big buildings. Then we walked to
the Melbourne Aquarium. Our favourite things were the

sharks and the penguins.

Written by,

Hser Htoo and Sun Ta

¥ Celebrating
| 25 years with
b 25 icons!







Wellbeing @ White Hills PS

BREAKFAST CLUB VOLUNTEERS WANTED

We are fortunate enough at White Hills Primary School that we can run a Breakfast Club program
every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday morning.
If you have a Working with Children’s Check, and the capacity to volunteer either of these
mornings in setting up and cooking toast, please let the office or a member of the Wellbeing team
know.

Thank you

NAVIGATING DIFFICULT
CONVERSATIONS

SEMINAR FOR KINSHIP CARERS
10.30AM TO 2PM

BENDIGO

Wednesday May 20
Lakeside Hotel

Lunch, Tea and coffee . .

provided. 286 Napier St Bendigo

Kinship carers who attend the
full seminar session and REGISTER...

complete the evaluation will KINSHIP CARERS VICTORIA

receive a $50 voucher . ) X i . i
Email:admin@kinshipcarersvictoria.org

Phone/SMS:0499 969 234

SPEAKER - Megan Corcoran

Director of Wagtail Institute
Megan is a trauma-informed wellbeing consultant. With nearly two
decades of experience teaching and leading in alternative education
settings. Her qualifications include a Master of Applied Positive
Psychology (researching belonging and healing after childhood
trauma), post-graduate studies in Careers Counselling, a Bachelor of
Education, and leadership training through Proteus and Growth
Coaching International.
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Child & Family
Wellbeing y

Where can I go locally for

Looking after yourself & support?

your children Bendigo Headspace - mental health

Wellbeing is an important part of our support (for those aged 12 - 25)

lives and can have a big impact on our Mental Health & Wellbeing Local -

overall health. Mind Australia (for those aged 26+)
BCHS - Loddon Children's Health and

However, at times, we can feel Wellbeing Local (for children up to 11);

overwhelmed and it can be hard to know Supported Playgroups & Stepping

where to start in supporting our children, Stones Early Childhood Intervention

while also looking after ourselves. program; Counselling & Mental Health

3 Support

Below are some resources you may find The Orange Door Bendigo

helpful: Anglicare Victoria

.E E E-Safety Commisioner - Arc Justice - legal & tenancy advocacy

2. Safety online support
. Rights Information & Advocacy

Centre Bendigo - Disability Advocacy
support services

Bendigo & District Aboriginal Co-
operative

Network

.f"FV.'

% Parent Resources '\*\vz;' www.bchs.com.au
AW
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sidrensneq  PARENT SUPPORT AND EDUCATION
kbt bl SESSIONS
TERM 2, 2026

The Loddon Children’s Health & Wellbeing Local offers free weekly education sessions that address mental health
and wellbeing. The sessions are run by a mental health or allied health clinician at the Local.

Sessions are open to any parents or carers of children aged 0-11.
Why join in?

o Talk to Local staff about your child.

» Ask any practical questions you have about parenting now.

» (3ain support for yourself as a parent.

Where: The Loddon Child and Health Wellbeing Local, 19 Helm St KANGAROO FLAT 3555. Enter via the green
porch at the back of the site.

Dates and topics: Wednesdays (Face to face)

WHEN | TIME TOPIC

Apr22 | 9.30am | ADHD What s it and How Can | Help?
Apr29 | 9.30am | What Is Autism and How Can | Help?

May 6th | 9.30am | Parent Wellbeing

May 13 | 9.30am | All about anger

May 20 | 9.30am | Managing Big Feelings
May 27 | 9.30am | Tech Troubles

Jun 3 9.30am | Anxiety in kids

Jun 10 | 9.30am | Family rules and consequences

Jun 17 | 9.30am | Sleep

If you have any Questions, please contact Annette Clemments on 1800 433 977 Book in via emalil




White Hills Primary School
PREP R H
TRANSITION DATES 2027 Preps

Applications Open Monday 20" April
Term 2 2026

Foundation Parent Information Sessions
TURsCAY Morning: ?.15am ~10.00 am

19th M
i Evening: 6.00 - 6.45pm
Term 3 2026

Submit Enrolments - applications for
Foundation (Prep) due

Tuesday Getting Ready for School - Parent Information
4th August

POy Session - all parents attend (child minding available)

Friday Enrolments Confirmed - You will be notified of

ILLPUETEY  the outcome of your application

Friday Accepting Offers - |f you receive an offer of
b IR placement, return completed enrolemnt forms

Term 4 2026

FOUNDATION ORIENTATION PROGRAM DATES

e D ELLL N Familiarisation: 12.15 to 1.45pm

Thursday 5th
iyt (students attend one of these sessions)
November

U ALl  Familiarisation: 12.15 to 1.45pm
(students attend one of the sessions)

Thursday 19th
November

State-wide Orientation Day - 12.15 -1.45pm
All enrolled students attend on this day




Mr Gurd’s fundraising run - Adelaide to Melbourne (Easter School Holidays)
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LOVE YOUR SISTER - VILLAGE FUNDRAISING

If you would like to show your support and donate, please use the below link

https://www.mycause.com.au/page/386089/calum-qurd

fresh
ffruit
friday

Running for over a decade,
the program now delivers
1,300kg of free fruit to
Bendigo school children

every week.

el Mcoeckern steel”
foundation

A £ o @ @mckernsteelfoundation

Made possible thanks to McKern Foundation and our supporting partners

= in8' Adro |t
BlueScope E&ECOND 4/ 2 orcie A G0 nsurance &Ri
AGNICO_QE‘ﬁ.G':..E-'
Your
business
here

KIESER

air conditioning

PHYSIO | REMAS | STI

Want to support the program? Contact us to sponsor and provide more fruit to your school
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U12- UT4 - UT6 6-A-SIDE GO

TERM 2 & TERM 3
MONDAY NIGHTS
$265 PER PLAYER - NO WEEKLY PAYMENTS

© 1-3 Waterson Court, Golden Square VIC 3555
O (03) 54471077 | 0428 471077

O bendlgomajorleague com.au
@ admin@bendigomajorleague.com.au




& Bendigo City FC School Holiday Program &

Looking for a fun and active way to keep the kids engaged these school holidays?
Join us for two exciting mornings of soccer with Bendigo City FC!

7% Dates: April 14th & 15th

@ Time: 9:30am — 12:30pm

® Location: Synthetic Pitch, Epsom Huntly Recreation Reserve

f= & Ages: 8-13 years

S Cost: $165 for both days

Led by experienced Bendigo City FC coaches, this program focuses on skill
development, teamwork, and having fun in a supportive environment. With a
maximum of 15 players per head coach (supported by up to 2 assistant coaches),
every child gets plenty of attention and involvement.

@ Fresh fruit provided for moming tea

Whether your child is new to the game or looking to sharpen their skills, this is the
perfect opportunity to learn, play, and make new friends.
Spots are limited — secure your place today!

Please note children must be checked in and out of the program by a designated
adult for child safety reasons.

The booking link:https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1561159




